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House panel urges speedy action 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Lower Hoax of FarHsment’s Committee on 
General Freedoms and C itiz en s Rights Tuesday raged on the gover nm ent 
to speed up work i» canaltag the martial law, noting In thb regard that 
the pn nn m iiwi bj the govenunent for ^s wfl ing these laws had 

expired. At a meeting held Tsesday, the committee also called for 
rrintiatfng those who hare been Bred from their jobs with the government 
for political reasons. It called for issuing a new budget supplement to cover 
their salaries and opening op new vacancies for them. The o wnmlttiT noted 
that ministries and gov e rnment departments had not so Car taken any 
serious Steps to reinstate them except the Ministry of Education, which has 
r einstated some 200 employees. The committee said it wonld request a 
meeting with rt»» prim e minister to rikm™ «»rh pwniiiig issues and the 
paetibOity of taming a special decree pardoning those who are convicted of 
political crimes. 
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MOSCOW (R) — A record 
107,000 Soviet citizens were 
granted permission to e migrat e to 
Israel in the first six months of 
1990, Interior "Minister Vadim 
Bakatin said Monday. But it 
appeared not all went to Israel 
after emigrating. The number of 
Soviet arrivals hi the first, half of 
1990 was just over 50,000, an 
Israeli immigration, official y»i d 
two weeks ago. In the past many 
Soviet Jews allowed to emigrate 
to Israel have gone instead to 
Rome or Vienna to wait for U.S. 
visas. More than 60,000 Jews left 
the Soviet Union in all of 1989, 
but many went to the United 
States. The previous annual re- 
cord for Jewish emigration was 
51,330 in 1979. Bakatin told a 
news conference only 4,000 
Soviet citizens -emigrated with 
visas for the United States in the 
first half of 1990. He said he did 
-not know bow many of those with 
visas for Israel were actually 
beading for the United States. He 
said a total of 196,000 Soviet 
citizens had emigrated so far this 
year, some 63,000 to West Ger- 
many and 15,000 to Greece. 

Medvedev enters 
top council 

MOSCOW (R) — Soviet Presi- 
dent Mikhail Gorbachev Tuesday 
appointed close political ally 
Vadim Medvedev to his presiden- 
tial council, file new top organ of 
power. Medvedev, 61, a dose 
Gorbachev adviser on ideology, 
was bedded and jeered by dele- 
gates at this month's 
conservative-dominated Com- 
mumsr Party congress for alleged- 
ly.. failing to uphold traditional 
com mun i sm . ' One 'angry .-.ooa> 
servatrve waved a red caotf at 
him; apeing a football referee 
expelling a player from the game. 
Tuesday’s . announcement, re- 
ported by TASS news agency, 
gave no .tfctaite but the council 
was apparently being increased to 
17 members from T6. ; " 

i Irish minister to 
press hostage case 

DUBLIN (AP) — Foreign Minis- 
ter Gerry Collins will press Israel 
and Arab League states next 
week to help win freedom for 
Irish teacher Brian Keenan, a 
hostage in Lebanon for four 
years, the Foreign Ministry said 
Tuesday. Collins, travelling with a 
European Community (EC) mis- 
sion, will visit Israel Monday and 
then meet representatives of 
Arab League members in Tunisia 
Tuesday, a ministry spokesman 
said. In London, Sky Television 
News reported Tuesday from 
Beirut that a hostage is expected 
to be released within five or six 
days. The report said it was likely 
the hostage would be Keenan. 
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^Sweden extradites 
Soviet hijacker 

STOCKHOLM (AP) — A Soviet 
youth who hijacked a. domestic 
Soviet airliner to . Sweden last 
month was extradited . to the 
Soviet Union -Tuesday. JDimitry 
Semi on ov, 17, was beKeved the 
first person to be extradited from 
Sweden to the Soviet Union since 
the end of World War XI, when 
some Baltic refugees were sent 
back. Semionov left on a sche- 
duled flight at midday, escorted 
by four Soviet policemen, the 
national news agency TT said. 
Semionov was the first, of five 
young Soviet men who hijacked 
five domestic airliners to Sweden 
, and Finland beginning June 9. 
tiThe hijackers surrendered peace- 
fully to police and said they 
wanted to stay In the Nordic 
countries. No one was injured in 
the incidents. 

Ill people die of 
meningitis fri Sudan 

KHARTOUM (AP) — : M<w* 
than 100 people died <rf mening- 
itis this year bat the disease has 
not assumed epidemic propor- 
tions, a senior health ministry 
official said Tuesday. Dr. Sadek 
Mabjonb, director of the mine- 
try's epidemics department, said 
Ms office registered 1,0J2 esases of 
p memagitis since she beginning of 
the year, of whom 111 people 
died. “Hus does not amount to 
an epide mic situation," he -told 
the state-owned newspaper Al 
Tnkar, A1 Watani. 


King: War could erupt over Jewish 

Mideast facing a bleak and dangerous future W ‘U.S. has a great moral 
problem before it is too late’0 ‘Washington should be in touch with the 


immigration 

responsibility to solve this 
Palestinians’ 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
His Majesty King Hussein has 
said in a television interview that 
war could break out in the Middle 
East over the rising number of 
Soviet Jewish immigrants. 

In an interview screened late 
Monday night by the American 
television network ABC, the 
King likened the present situation 
to that before the 1967 Arab- 
Israeli war. 

Answering a question about 
the similarity with 1967 by ABC 
correspondent Forrest Sawyer on 
the programme “Nightline,” 
King Hussein said: 

“It is almost similar to it, yes. It 
seems to be a tunnel towards 


which everything is moving, and a 
very dangerous one it is. We 
don't see the light at the end of 
the tunnel.” 

The Middle East “is facing a 
bleak and dangerous future,” 
King Hussein said. 

“There is predicted to be about 
a million (Soviet Jewish immig- 
rants) over the next 18 months, 1 * 
the King said in the interview 
aired in the late evening. 

“The limitations of what is 
available, even in terms of water, 
makes it impossible to see how 
everyone's going to fit in without 
something happening,” he said. 

The King said the likelihood of 
war intensified after an easing in 


Soviet emigration laws under 
President Mikhail Gorbachev. 

“It appears as if these people 
(the immigrants) are likely to 
deny others their human rights. 
Namely, people in the occupied 
territories, in Palestine." King 
Hussein said. 

Blaming Israel for heightening 
tensions, King Hussein said 
Arabs had worked consistently 
for peace. 

“I don't think that the Arabs 
have been aggressive. Over 
many, many years they've been 
seeking peace. It is on the Israeli 
side that the problem is," he said. 

He also criticised the United 
States for suspending dialogue 


with the Palestinian Liberation 
Organisation (PLO). 

"The United States must be in 
touch with the Palestinians ... the 
situation's getting worse all the 
time," he said. 

“I believe the United States 
has a great moral responsibility, 
greater than ever before, to solve 
this problem before it is too late," 
he said. 

Following is the interview in 
question and answer form: 
Question: Your Majesty, the last 
rime you spoke with this broad- 
cast was back in October 1988. 
You told Ted Copoll that if Yit- 
zhak Shamir would've become 
prime minister, it would be in 


your estimation a disaster and 
you wouldn't be able to predict 
the outcome. Do you still feel this 
strongly? 

Answer: Well, I certainly feel that 
this area is facing a Very bleak 
and very dangerous future at this 
point in time and in the future as 1 
see it. 

Q: Well, when you say a bleak 
and a dangerous future, do you 
mean that there is in fact a 
prospect for war? 

A: Well, there is a situation that 
has been quite unique in the 
world. No attention has been as 
yet made to the dangers that we 
see; the Arab-Lsraeli problem, 
the Palestinian problem, and now 


it is accentuated by the fact that 
there is such an influx of new 
immigrants to Israel. 

We've never been against the 
right of people to move whenev- 
er they wished. We've welcomed 
the chance afforded Jews in the 
Soviet Union and in other parts 
of the world to travel. 

We stand for human rights, but 
in this case, unfortunately, it 
appears as if those people are 
likely to deny others their human 
rights, namely the people in the 
occupied territories in Palestine, 
Palestinians regarding their rights 
on their legitimate soil. 

(Continued on page 4) 



President says Baghdad lost $14 billion 


Iraq attacks Gulf states for 
under mining oil prices 


BAGHDAD (R) — President 
Saddam Hussein accused some 
Gulf Arab states Tuesday of stab- 
bing Iraq “in the back with a 
poisoned dagger” charging they 
had conspired with the United 
States to undermine world oil 
prices. 

In an outspoken attack 
apparently aimed at neighbouring 
Kuwait and the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE), Hussein issued 
a veiled threat to quota-busting 
countries 1 blamed Tot producing 
an oil ghitthat sent prices plum- 
meting. 

Hussein, in a speech marking 
the 22nd anniversary of the Iraqi 
revelation, said these countries 
had followed “a dangerous 
policy.” .. 

“It has caused ns and the Arab 
Nation great harm. ...if words fail 
to protect Iraqis, something 
effective must be done to return 
things to their natural course and 
return usurped rights to their 
owners,” he said. 

Iraq’s efforts to rebmld its war- 
damaged economy have been hit 
by fiie slide in oil prices, the 
country’s main source of revenue. 
Instead of showing apprecia- 


tion for Iraqi sacrifices in the 
1980-88 Gulf war against Iran, 
some Gulf rulers had “stabbed ii 
in the back with a poisoned 
dagger.” 

Iraq had “sacrificed its own 
sons to keep their banks full with 
more money than they have ever 
bad... If Iraq was not there, they 
would have been under the hands 
of others (Iran)...” Hussein said. 

Iraq, with the most powerful 
and battle-hardened army in the 
Arab’ World, has waged 7 £ 'di- 
plomatic campaign for the past 
two months to stop OPEC quota- 
busting by Kuwait and the UAE 
and boost prices. 

Meeting in the Saudi Red Sea 
city of Jeddah last week, Kuwait 
and the UAE agreed under 
strong Iraqi and Saudi pressure to 
limit their production and prices 
have since rebounded. 

Hussein said the sharp drop in 
oil prices in (he first half of 1990 
had cost Iraq $14 billion in lost 
revenues. 

“The policy followed by some 
Arab rulers is an American policy 
that stands counter to the interest 
of the Arab Nation, because... it 
strikes the interest of the nation 


in the heart and serves foreign 
ambitions,” the Iraqi leader said. 

This year, he said, some Gulf 
rulers' policy had opposed the 
majority of producers in the 
Organisation of Petroleum Ex- 
porting Countries (OPEC) and 
the interests of the Arab World. 

Hussein said that the United 
States had engineered “this sub- 
versive policy,” which sent oil 
prices tumbling from around $21 
a barrel in January to an 18- 
month low of some $14 nr June. 

“The United States wants to 
hold the sole position of the only 
superpower, in order to secure 
the flow of oil for it, at the 
cheapest prices," Hussein said. 

Washington also wanted “to 
control the fete of its (oil) prop- 
rietors, and then to control the 
fete of its other consumers, parti- 
cularly the European states, 
Japan and even maybe the Soviet 
Union at a later date," he added. 

By contrast, Hussein praised its 
Gulf war foe Iran for what be said 
were positive responses to his 
recent call for a peace treaty. 

Iraq has also stated its appre- 
ciation for Iran’s efforts to bolster 
the oil market . 


Iraq, Iran report progress 
towards peace settlement 


NICOSIA (Agencies) — The 
leaders of both Iraq and Iran 
indicated Tuesday that they were 
inching towards settling their dis- 
pute which led to eight yeans of 
war. 

Iraqi President Saddam Hus- 
sein said he hoped that direct 
willrc with Iran would lead to 
peace between the two countries, 
while Iranian President Hasbemi 
Rafsanjani said Baghdad and 
Tehran had narrowed their differ- 
ences over a border treaty which 
was one of the main causes of 
their war. 

“The Iranians responded 
favourably to our proposal for a 
summit meeting and we hope that 
recent diplomatic and ministerial 
meetings will pave the way for 
progress towards peace,” Hus- 
sein said in a speed} broadcast by 


Baghdad Radio. 

His address marked the 22nd 
anniversary of the assumption of 
power by the ruling Baath Arab 
Socialist Party. 

Earlier this month, Iranian 
Foreign Minister Ali Akbar 
Velayati met in Geneva with his 
Iraqi counterpart, Tariq Aziz, for 
their first face-to-face talks since 
the United Nations- sponsored 
ceasefire in August 1988 halted 
the eight-year war between their 
countries. 

Tehran Radio said Rafsanjani 
told a gathering of senior Muslim 
d erics Monday night that a rise in 
oil prices and prospects of greater 
cooperation in the Gulf region 
were benefits of the new mood of 
peace between Iran and Iraq. 

“The talks have been useful so 
far and the two countries are 


expected to move towards 
peace,” the radio quoted Rafsan- 
jani as saying in reference to the 
new negotiations which followed 
a peace initiative by Hussein. 

“The Iraqis' attitude towards 
peace has become more positive. 
The two countries' envoys in 
Geneva are now bolding talks 
and the two countries' viewpoints 
have come closer within the 
framework of the Algiers agree- 
ment." 

Hussein nullified the 1975 
Algiers agreement, which gave 
Iran sovereignty over the eastern 
half of the Shaft A1 Arab border 
river, just before the Gulf war 
erupted in September 2980. 

Iraq, which has called for res- 
toration of Arab control over the 
whole waterway, wants an early 
clearing of the Shatt . 


Oil price 

bounce 

checked 


LONDON (R) — A recov- 
ery in oil prices was check- 
ed Tuesday as traders 
wondered whether optim- 
ism about Organisation of 
Petroleum Exporting 
Countries (OPEC) pledges 
to cut excess output might 
have been overdone. 

The world benchmark. 
North Sea brent Blend for 
prompt loading,, was 
quoted around $17.45 per 
barrel, 10 cents below 
Monday. Futures fell by 
more than 30 cents. 

Prices had rallied by ab- 
out $2 in the past 10 days, 
recouping some of the $7 
lost since January. 

But traders said that, 
even with OPEC produc- 
tion cots, surplus stocks 
would stfD overhang the 
market. 

“People... recognise 
that the ofl glut is far from 
being over on fire physical 
side,” one trader said. 

Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein set an OPEC puz- 
zler when, in a speech, be 
seemed to threaten unspe- 
cified action agamst other 
OPEC members if they did 
not help get oil prices high- 
er. 

Traders were left unsure 
whether Iraq still sup- 
ported Saudi Arabian- 
sponsored proposals for a 
new OPEC quota agree- 
ment to be put before min- 
isterial talks starting in 
Geneva on July 25. 

Pledges by Kuwait and 
the UAE to cut excess out- 
put under these proposals 
had helped fire recent rally 
in prices. 

Iraq has said it wants 
OPEC to proclaim as its 
target an average spot 
market oil price at $25 per 
barrel, compared with $18 
now. Iran is urging an 
accord on a $20 target. 


talks changed Mideast 


DAMASCUS (R) — Syria said 
Tuesday President Hafez A1 
Assad’s visit to Alexandria early 
this week to meet Egyptian lead- 
er Hosni Mubarak would alter 
the balance of power in the Mid- 
dle East. 

Diplomats, however, were not 
predicts^ imm ediate concrete re- 
sults from the three-day summit 
that ended Monday. 

“The Assad-Mubarak summit 
opens a bright new page... an 
important ’turning point in the 
Axab-Israeli conflict,” said the 
official^ daily. AI Tbawra. 

«It wiB change the balance of 
power iu the region in the interest 
of the ArabHation and its people 
and tuna- upside down, the 
schemes of our enemies.” 

A hopeful Arab diplomat said: 
“It tends more towards peace 
th an to war because the Syrian- 


Egyptian rapprochement will 
form a strong Arab force pressing 
for peace.” 

George Habasfa, leader of the 
Popular Front for file Liberation 
of Palestine (PFLP), regarded the 
summit as a tactical move by 
Assad and did not expect any 
softening of Syria’s antagonism to 
Israel. 

But another Palestinian leader 
based in Damascus, Nayef 
Hawatmeh of the Democratic 
Front for the Liberation of Pales- 
tine (DFLP), called it “a step in 
the right direction.” 

He expected it could lead to a 
settlement of Syria’s longstanding 
quarrel with fraq- 
Assad, a hardliner on the 
Arab- Israeli conflict and one of 
fiie tost Arab leaders to accept 
Egypt’s return to the Arab fold, 
travelled to Egypt’ 8 Mediterra- 


nean port of Alexandria on Satur- 
day to meet Mubarak. 

It was Assad’s first visit to 
Egypt in nearly 17 years — since 
before Cairo's 1979 treaty with 
Israel. He bypassed Cairo, which 
some saw as a snub to the only 
Arab capital in which Israel has 
an embassy. 

But the Syrian leader is ex- 
pected to attend an Arab summit 
planned for Cairo in November. 

Before flying home, Assad also 
visited Shann Al Sheikh in file 
Sinai peninsula — a tacit blessing 
of the fruits of the separate peace 
that allowed Egypt to recover 
Sinai from Israeli occupation. 

While Israeli officials said they 
hoped the Alexandria talks ^ would 
draw Assad towards the Egyptian 
position, Syrian news media pre- 
sented fire trip as a step towards 


Arab solidarity, with many his- 
torical re f erences to the strategic 
advantages of a Syrian-Egyptian 
alliance. 

DFLP leader Hawatmeh told 
Reuters: “The Alexandria sum- 
mit is a step in the right directions 
for a full Egyptian-Syrian under- 
standing on the elements of a 
comprehensive and balanced set- 
tlement in fiie Middle East.” 

He said Egyptian-Syrian differ- 
ences had been very deep but 
coukl now be brought together on 
the basis that the Arab-Israeli 
conflict should be settled by an 
international co nfe re n ce — an 
approach Israel rejects. 

The benefits, be predicted, 
wonld include successful Egyp- 
tian mediation in Syria's feud 
with Iraq. 

Israel reacts candoasly, page 2 


Jordanian, Yemeni leaders 
begin talks in Sanaa 


SANAA, Yemen (Agencies) — 
His Majesty King Hussein arrived 
here Tuesday on his first visit to 
Yemen since the birth of the new 
state merging the North and 
South. 

From here. King Hussein was 
expected to proceed to Saudi 
Arabia and Oman to discuss re- 
gional developments and bilateral 
ties. 

Shortly after King Hussein's 
arrival, a first round of talks was 
held between the Jordanian de- 
legation led by the King and the 
Yemeni side, led by President Ali 
Abdullah Saleh. 

The talks dealt with the latest 
developments on both the Arab 
and international arenas, bilater- 
al relations and means of further 


enhancing cooperation among 
the four member states of the 
Arab Cooperation Council 
(ACC) — Jordan, Iraq, Yemen 
and Egypt. 

The Jordan News Agency, Pet- 
ra, said King Hussein accompa- 
nied by Prime Minister Mudar 
Badran, Royal Court Chief Sharif 
Zeid Ben Shaker and political 
advisor Adnan Abu Odeh, will 
visit Saudi Arabia and Oman 
after the newly united Yemen. 

“King Hussein will meet with 
his Arab brethren and discuss 
different Arab issues and trilater- 
al relations,” Petra said. 

King Hussein was expected to 
discuss recent developments in 
the Arab arena, primarily the 
Palestine question with Saudi 


Arabian and Omani leaders. 

The government official said 
King Hussein will congratulate 
the leaders of Yemen, formed by 
the May merger of North and 
South Yemen, “which is consi- 
dered a great achievement, for it 
is a step in consolidating the Arab 
stand." 

Upon departure from Amman, 
the King was seen off by His 
Royal Highness Prince Faisal, the 
speakers of the Upper and Lower 
Houses of Parliament, Chief 
Chamberlain Prince Ra’d Ben 
Zeid, Cabinet ministers and 
senior civil and military officials. 

Prince Faisal was sworn in to 
serve as Regent during King Hus- 
sein's absence. 


‘Stray 
shell’ 
kills 5 
Israeli 
soldiers 

TEL AVIV (AP) — Five Israefi 
soldiers were killed and 10 
others wounded Tuesday when 
a stray artillery shell landed 
near them during a t raining 
exerci se , the army command 
said. 

Three of the wounded, in- 
cluding a junior officer arid a 
woman instructor, suffered se- 
rious injuries in the explosion 
of the l dufl ( the 

militar y said in a statement. 

It was the second fetal train- 
ing accktent in three months- 

On April 23, seven Israeli 
airmen were killed when then- 
transport helicopters collided 
during a flight over the occu- 
pied West Bank. 

The latest accktent occurred 
when a reserve unit was con- 
ducting an exercise Involving 
the capture of a position at a 
training base in southern 
Israel, the array said. 

Army officials who spoke on 
condition of anonymity said the 
a cc id e n t was at a military base 
near Tredfm fn the southern 
desert, 25 kOouaetres from the 
Egyptian border. 

laud Radio said the shell, 
fired at 9-.30 a.m. (0630 GMT) 
by troops training at rare sec- 
tion of the base, accidentally 
fell near another group of sol- 
diers training in another area 
of the base. Reports of the 
Incident were not released until 
nine hoars later. 

“The round was not meant 
to fefi where it did at that 
stage. According to the in- 
formation I have, the reason 
for the accident was human 
error,” Uri Saguy told Israel 
army radio. 

Army officials sakl aB those 
htfored in the accident were 
reserve soldiers. Israeli men 

muter the age of 55 serve up to 

a mouth each year on reserve 
duty after three years of corn- 
service . 


Freed British nurse 
handed over in Lusaka 


LUSAKA (AP) — British muse 
Daphne Parish, on her fixst full 
day of freedom from an Iraqi jail, 
was to fly late Tuesday to Britain. 

The British muse was sent- 
enced to 15 years in jail as an 
accomplice of executed journalist 
Farzad Bazoft, but was freed 
after an appeal by Zambian Presi- 
dent Kenneth Kaunda. 

She was flown to Zambia on an 
Iraqi-registered executive jet af- 
ter serving one year of her sent- 
ence. Parish was scheduled to 
leave 2fembia on a British Air- 
ways flight to London late Tues- 
day, accompanied by a Lusaka- 
based British diplomat. 

Bazoft, an Iranian-born repor- 
ter working for a British news- 
paper, was executed in Iraq on 
March 15 after being convicted 
on charges of spymg. 

“We didn't do anything I consi- 
dered illegal,” Parish told repor- 
ters Tuesday. 

Earlier in the day, Kaunda 
handed Parish over to British 
officials in Lusaka. 

If it were not for what he 
described as Britain’s vicious atti- 
tude towards Iraq, Kaunda said 
Bazoft “might have lived, might 
have been here with Daphne.” 

Parish met reporters at the 
residence of the Britishh high 
commissioner. Asked if she saw 
her release as an admission by the 
Iraqis that she was innocent she 
said: 

“I hope they accept I am not 
guilty. I hope so, I just hope that 


they believe I am innocent.” 

She said: “I was very sad to 
know that Bazoft was killed... I 
can’t comment on whether this 
was the right thing to do. I don't 
know." 

Asked if she was prepared to 
forgive and forget her own ex- 
perience, Parish said: "Oh yes." 

She added: “Already when I 
think of Iraq I am thinking about 
the hospital (where she worked). 
I'm remembering my first year 
when I was happy. The prison 
sentence is already shrinking in 
my mind now.” 

Swedish protest 

Sweden delivered a protest to 
the Iraqi charge d'affaires in 
Stockholm Tuesday over the 
hanging of a Swedish citizen in 
Baghdad last week. 

Jalil Mehdi Al Neamy, an 
Iraqi-born naturalised Swede, 
was convicted of spying for Israel 
and executed on July 11 after 
spending nine months in a Bagh- 
dad jail. 

Spokesman Bo Heineback said 
the Foreign Ministry had called in 
Charge d’ Affaires Mohammad 
Said Haiti “so that Sweden could 
bring home how seriously the 
government looks upon the ex- 
ecution of Al Neamy.” 

Sweden delivered its protest 
following a meeting earlier on 
Tuesday between Foreign Minis- 
ter Sten Andersson and Sweden's 
ambassador to Iraq. 


Grindlays Bank 

THANKS AND APPRECIATION 

The management and staff of ANZ Grindlays Bank - 
Jordan wish to express their thanks and appreciation to:- 

MAJOR GENERAL FADEL ALI Direc 

tor General - Public Security Department 

BRIGADIER GHALEB AL ZOUBI - Director - 
Amman Police and their colleagues 

for their excellent and timely efforts in apprehending the 
armed robbers who stole JD 10,000 from their Marka 
Branch on 15th July 1990. , 

This outstanding result reflects so creditably on the very 
high standards of the Jordan Security Services. 

cLi-a 
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PLO fighters separate 
Amal and Hizbollah 


NABATIYEH, Lebanon (Agen- 
cies) — Hundreds of Palestinian 
guerrillas deployed Tuesday to 
halt Shi’ite militia battles on the 
edge of Israel's “security zone" in 
South Lebanon. 

Security sources said earlier 
any PLO deployment so near the 
border zone could provoke Israeli 
raids to dislodge them. 

Witnesses said some 600 Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) fighters took positions in a 
string of villages in the Iqlim AJ 
Toufah district to stop fighting 
between the Iranian-backed Hiz- 
bollah and the pro-Syrian Amal 
militia. 

Hizbollah drove Amal lighters 
out of a key hilltop village in 
fierce fighting during the night, 
leaving the village square “lit- 
tered with bodies,” police re- 
ported. 

Police said at least eight people 
were killed and 27 wounded in 
dose-quarter fighting around Jar- 
jou. It is 16 kilometres southeast 
of the port of sidon, where the 
PLO has its bases in refugee 


camps. 

The casualties raised the toll 
since fighting erupted early Mon- 
day to at feast 20 killed and 77 
wounded. 

Before the PLO intervened, 
police said Hizbollah fighters 
broke through Amal's defences 
around Jaijou and were advanc- 
ing towards Amal-held Naba- 
tiyeh, the region's main town 10 
kilometres to the south. 

“It was dose quarter combat in 
Jaijou. The village square is tit- 
tered with bodies that couldn’t be 
evacuated by die Red Cross be- 
cause of the savage fighting,” a 
police spokesman Mid. He can- 
not be named under standing 
rules. 

Amal said early Monday it had 
repulsed a three-pronged Hizbol- 
lah assault on Jaijou. But a 
second thrust late at night broke 
through, police reported. 

Police said the HizboUahis 
smashed through the Amal lines 
on Jarjou's northern edge behind 
a barrage of rockets from multi- 
barrelled launchers. 


The police spokesman said 
Amal responded with 130mm 
Howitzer fire, “but could not 
stop the advance,” 

Police and reporters said fight- 
ing eased shortly after midnight 
(2100 GMT) Monday. But they 
said an estimated 1,000 civilians 
living in the Amal-held area 
around Jaijou fled during the 
night. 

Police said 600 heavily aimed 
guerrillas from Fateh, moved in 
to halt the bloodletting around 7 
a.m. (0400 GMT.). 

The force was led by the PLO 
commander in Lebanon, Colon*] 
Ala. 

It deployed along a four- 
kilometre front between Amal 
and Hizbollah. 

Four hours later, Hizbollah 
fighters shelled die Palestinians 
with mortars, police said. 

Palestinian sources and witnes- 
ses said four Israeli warplanes 
staged mock raids over villages 
where guerrillas, equipped with 
rocket-propelled grenades, mor- 
tars and machine guns, deployed. 






Hunger in Israel... Israeli p aram edics take a homeless woman to 
hospital after she passed out from lack of food and drink in a 
“tented city” in the Td Aviv suburb of Hokm. Many Israelis are 


becoming homeless became of high rents, which immigrants can pay 
because they get grants 


Geagea accepts Taif accord 


Court rules against Sharon’s housing plait 


BEIRUT (AP) — Militia chief- 
tain Samir Geagea Tuesday 
announced his “full acceptance” 
of an Arab League-brokered 
peace plan to end Lebanon’s 15- 
year-old civil war. 

The move by Geagea, com- 
mander of the right-wing 
Lebanese Forces (LF) militia, 
was seen as a step forward in 
breaking the deadlocked peace 
effort launched last October 
when the Lebanese parliament 
endorsed the plan at a special 
meeting in the Saudi Arabian 
resort of Taif last October. 

But it still left President Elias 
Hrawi's government with several 
obstacles to surmount before the 
plan can be put into effect, most 
notably the opposition of 
Geagea ’s Christian rival, rebel 
General Michel Aoun. 

But the quasi-alliance of 
Geagea and Hrawi was not ex- 
pected at this stage to signal joint 
military moves against Aoun. 

Geagea also unconditionally 
accepted a move announced by 
Hrawi's government last Wednes- 
day that called on all Lebanese 
leaders to accept the Taif pact 
and withdraw all militias from 


Beirut as a first step towards 
spreading government authority 
across the country. 

“We place all our capabilities 
at the government's disposal to 
launch its programme as soon as 
posable,” Geagea told reporters 
after a 90-minute meeting with 
Arab League mediator Lakhdar 
Ibrahimi. 

Geagea ’s acceptance of the 
peace plan left Aoun as the only 
opponent of a settlement 
accepted by the country's Muslim 
and Christian leaders and further 
isolated him politically and mili- 
tarily. 

He has rejected the Taif accord 
because it does not guarantee the 
withdrawal of some 40,000 Syrian 
troops from Lebanon. 

Aoun has been fighting with 
Geagea since Jan. 30 for control 
of the Christian enclave north of 
Beirut. More than 1,000 people 
have been kitted and nearly 2,800 
wounded. 

Hrawi was elected Nov. 24 to 
implement the Taif accord, but 
Aoun refused to recognise bum. 

Hrawi sacked him as army 
commander and interim prime 
minister, but he refuses to step 


Israeli pilot ‘killed 
himself or crashed’ 


AMMAN (J.T.) — An Israeli 
plot who disappeared Friday 
morning with a Domier 28 recon- 
naissance plane he had taken 
without permission from an air 
base appears to have met with an 
accident or to have committed 
suicide, according to Israel's air 
force commander. 

Avihyu Bin-Nun was quoted as 
saying by the Jerusalem Post 
Tuesday that the pilot had 
crashed somewhere in Israel or 
abandoned the plane 15 minutes 
after take-off 10 kilometres of the 
Israeli coast. He ruled out the 
possibility that the pilot is abroad 
and said that any attempt to reach 
any Arab country could have 
become known in Israel by now. 

Bin-Nun said that the pilot, a 
resident of Haifa, left his civilian 
clothes, documents, and money 
at the base. His passport is in 
Israel. 

The guards at the airbase saw 
him go to the plane but thought 
be was leaving on a routine flight. 
The mechanics were sleeping 10 
to 15 metres away, and the 
plane’s noise did not seem odd to 
them. The control tower staff did 
not see or bear him as be took off 
with his lights off and without 
contacting them. 

He first flew over the area of 
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down. 

Ibrahimi flew in Sunday seek- 
ing to break the political logjam. 
But Aoun rejected the renewed 
call for national reconciliation. 

Beirut's independent A1 Nahar 
daily said Ibrahimi will hold 
another round of talks with Aoun 
to advise him of the “final stands 
by the various Lebanese lead- 
ers.” 


Aoun was expected to “clarify 
his stand during the second meet- 
ing with Ibrahimi,'' A1 Nahar 
said. 

A government source in west 
Beirut, speaking on condition of 
anonymity, described Geagea’s 
acceptance of the peace plan as a 
“positive move that would facili- 
tate implementation of the 

government-proposed mechan- 
ism for putting the Taif accord 
into effect 


“Geagea wants government 
forces deployed in areas he con- 
trols in east Beirut to put them in 
confrontation with Aoun's 
troops. I don't think the govern- 
ment will accept to go into a 
military confrontation -with 
Aoun,” he .said.. 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Israel’s 
supreme court Tuesday cancel- 
led emergency regulations initi- 
ated by Housing Minister Ariel 
Sharon to speed the construct- 
ion of homes for thousands of 
Soviet immigrants. 

The decision comes as a 
housing shortage is developing 
in Israel. 

Up to 150,000 Soviet immig- 
rants are expected to arrive this 
year, and tent cities are spring- 
ing np across the country as 
protests by Israelis who say 
subadies for immigrants are 
driving np rents and pricing 
others ont of the housing 
market. 

An Israeli legal expert said 
the supreme court decision was 
“revolutionary.” It was the first 
time the court challenged the 
government’s use of “emergen- 
cy regulations” instead of gain- 
ing approval for programmes 
from parliament. 

Sharon, who also serves as 
cabinet coordinator of immigra- 
tion, had asked to use emergen- 
cy regulations to allow the 
purchase of 3,000 prefabricated 
homes, either locally or abroad. 
The cabinet approved it July 1. 


Under “emergency regula- 
tions,” the prefabricated units 
were to be set up near nine 
towns, most in the Galilee in 
the north and in the southern 
desert. 

Some politicians expressed 
feats that Sharon would try to 
take undemocratic actions, 
assuming powers delegated to 
planning councils and zoning 
boards. Sharon was accused as 
defence minister in 1982 of con- 
cealing military plans from the 
government that led to the 
army's fullscale invasion of 
Lebanon. 

The three-judge supreme 
court panel issued its ruling 
after a liberal legislator, Abra- 
ham Poraz of the Shinui Party, 
appealed against Sharon's use 
of emergency regulations. 

In his appeal, Poraz argued 
that Sharon used emergency 
regulations at a time when the 
Knesset was debating the bous- 
ing crisis. Last week, the Knes- 
set passed a law which signifi- 
cantly shortened housing li- 
cence procedures. 

“Emergency regulations are 
an anti-democratic act... that 
should be used only in difficulty 


exceptional situations, when 
there is no other choice ,” Poraz 
said on Israel army radio. 

“The question was this, can 
you use emergency regulations 
when you have a legal alterna- 
tive according to the Knesset 
taws. The supreme court gave 
the answer I expected — no,” 
Poraz said. 

The government argued in its 
court response that emergency 
regulations were needed to ease 
the bousing crisis created by the 
mass influx of Soviet Jews. 

According to figures submit- 
ted by the government, Israel’s 

20.000 available rental apart- 
ments will be tilled by the end 
of September. 

A government representa- 
tive, attorney Nili Arad, argued 
in an affidavit that the govern- 
ment planned would need some 

100.000 housing units between 
October 1990 and December 
1991, before planned units can 
be completed. 

The court ruled that Sharon 
could turn to the Knesset in- 
stead of using emergency reg- 
ulations. It said the dedsion 
would take effect in 21 days and 
ordered the bousing ministry to 


pay 2,000 shekels ($1,000) in 
trial costs. 

“We have witnessed a sort of 
a race between the minister and 
the Knesset, and under such 
drcumst a nces, we seethe hous- 


this consideration in introduc- 
ing emergency regulations as a 
serious flaw ju&ifying their can- 
cellation,’' said the ruling, car- 
ried by Israel's Itim news 
agency. 

“There is no doubt that this is 
a revolutionary decision,” said 
Moshe Negbi, a legal expert of 
tiie Hebrew daily Hadakhot. 

He said tire “emergency reg- 
ulations” procedure was intro- 
duced during wartime in 1948, 
when there was fear that die 
parliament could not always be 
convened because - of the 
fighting. 

“For the first time, die sup- 
reme court dearly says that the i 
government. .V must not use i 
these radical powers, when] 
there is no problem in conven- 
ing the parliament,” Negbi 
said. “It must not' get around 
the parliament ;and adopt it&. 
authority.” i 


TEL AVIV (AP) —Government 
officials reaaed rautiously but 
positively Tuesday toieports that 
Syria may be wilfing to consider 
peace talks-- y v - .... . 

Both officials 'and anMysts ex- 
pressed hope that remarks attri- . 
buted to Syrian President Hafez ' 
A1 Assad were a .sign that Syria 
was changing its stance to talk of 

reace instead of war.. ,• 

The comments here followed a 
report Monday -fay' ..the -Paris- 
based Radio Monte Carlo that 
Assad incGcated wfllingness to 
join peace negotiations on condi- 
. tion Israel withdraws, .from- the 
Golan Heigh ts and Agrees to an 
international conference on the 
region. 

Monte Carlo 'said Assad's 
statements cameduring his his* 
toric tbree^iay meeting in Alex- 
andria with Egyptian., President 
Hosm Mubarak. 

It was Assad’s- first visit- to 
Egypt in 17 years and further 
cemented renewed. Syrian rela- 
tions with Egypt that had- been 
broken at the start - of U.S. bro- 
kered moves leading to the 
Egyptian-Israeli treaty. 

At a : news conference la Alex- 
andria, Assad said heand Mubar- 
ak “are not disagreement on the 
importance that there should be a 
serious move towards peace:” He 
said he was ready to play a rede in' 
the peace process if unspecified 
“drcumstances” came about. 


Assad said he accepted U.N. 
Security Council resolutions 242 
and 3&^. which; call for Israel's 
withdrawal .form the land occu- 
pied in the 1967 war and security 
guarantees for all countries in the 
region, including land. 

Israeli -newspapers Tuesday, 
however, all quoted the' Monte 
Carlo report with more specific, 
statements about willingness to 
join in peace' talks. 

- The papers speculated that the 
response may have been to a 
secret Israeli initiative relayed 
through Mubarak. The daily 
Hada&bt ' said the secret offer 
called for a ucm-belhgercnce pact 
: followed >by Negotiations on 
(tHtaUishmg.^V^-Sytiaii rela- 


Rebels reject Najibullah’s 
offer of powersharing 


his parents’ home and Chief of 
General Staff Dan Shomron said 
he heard the plane 4:45 a.m. That 
was the last sign of him. Even- 
tually the mechanics woke up to 
prepare the plane for its early 
morning flight and discovered it 
had disappeared. They looked 
around for it, but in vain. Some- 
one went to wake up the pilot — 
and realised he was gone as well. 

The search covered the entire 
country and coast Experts have 
been examining the- radar' tapes, 
Bin-Nun said. Some 20 crop dus- 
ters were in the air that morning 
and the Air Force is now trying to 
determine who was where and 
distinguish which radar bleep was 
the Domier’s. 

Bin-Nun quoted the pilot’s wife 
as having said their relations were 
good and that they had made 
plans to meet on ^Friday after- 
noon. The pilot's comrades in the 
squadron also reported no irregu- 
lar behaviour: “We found no- 
thing that was suspiciously odd. 
He liked to be alone, to hike, he 
knew the wadis and creeks and 
that’s why we searched there to 
see if maybe he flew to a secluded 
place.” 

If the pilot crashed at sea, the 
plane's wings and possibly other 
parts will eventually float. 


ISLAMABAD (AP) — Insur- 
gents have dismissed Afghan 
President Najibullah’s offer to 
relinquish some of his sweeping 
powers as mere propaganda. 

“Najibuttah is a war criminal. 
His offer is completely and totally 
unacceptable. He must be re- 
moved completely,” said Najibul- 
lah Lafrcy, a spokesman for a 
provisional rebel government 
headquartered in Pakistan. 

But diplomatic sources said 
NajibuIIah’s offer could improve 
the odds of a political peace pact 
when senior Soviet and U.S. offi- 
cials meet Wednesday. The offer 
was reportedly made in an inter- 
view with the British Broadcast- 
ing Corporation (BBC). 

The 12-year war between insur- 
gents, who are bankrolled by 
Washington, and Afghanistan’s 
Soviet-style government is ex- 
pected to dominate the Paris 
talks. Secretary of State James 
Baker and Soviet Foreign Minis- 
ter Eduard Shevardnadze will 
lead their respective .delegations. 

Diplomats who spoke on the 
condition of anonymity said 
Washington is ready to allow 
Najibullah to remain as presi- 
dent, but in name only. 

Bnt even that concession from 
Washington would have been un- 


thinkable 17 months ago, when 
the last Soviet troops left Afgha- 
nistan after nine years of direct 
intervention. 

A meeting last week in Rome 
between Peter Tom sen, U.S. spe- 
cial envoy to the Afghan rebels, 
and ex-king Zabir Shah was seen 
as another compromise from 
Washington, according to several 
Western and Afghan sources. 

U.S. embassy officials refused 
to confirm or deny the meeting. 

The former monarch has been 
touted as the only Afghan able to 
unite the nation’s waning fac- 
tions, with the exception of the 
Islamic fundamentalists. Howev- 
er, those fundamentalists have 
threatened to kill Zahir Shah if he 
returns. 

Meanwhile, Western diplomats 
eyed Najibullah’s offer to relin- 
quish power warily. 

One diplomat said the offer is 
useful only if he surrendered con- 
trol of the military, secret police, 
and media. An acceptable legisla- 
tive body has to be established to 
assume the power Najibullah re- 
linquishes, he added. 

The composition of that body 
remains a stumbling block. 
Washington has regularly re- 
jected Najibullah’s offer of a 
coalition government. 


U.N. chief reiterates concern 
over occupied territories 


UNITED NATIONS (Agencies) 
— Secretary General Javier Perez 
de Cuellar has called in the five 
powers on the U.N. Security 
Council to reiterate his concern 
about the worsening situation in 
the Israeli -occupied territories, 
diplomatic sources said. 

The U.N. chief took the un- 
usual step of briefing the United 
States, the Soviet Union, Britain, 
France and China late Monday 
after he had already addressed 
the full 15-nation council in 
closed session on reports from his 
envoy who recently visited the 
occupied territories. 

According to diplomats dose 
to the meeting, the U.N. chief 
wanted the five to become more 
closely involved on ways to pro- 
vide protection to the Palestinian 
population on the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. 

The United States recently 
vetoed Security Council action in 
the occupied territories and some 
diplomats speculated Perez de 
Cuellar hoped Washington in fu- 
ture would support some kind of 
U.N. measures to ease tensions. 

Perez de Cuellar was reported to 
be concerned about allegations of 
nighttime raids on Palestinian 
homes, collective punishment 


and vigflantc groups in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. 

Spokesman Francois Giuliani 
said that the secretary general's 
envoy, Jean -Claude Aime of 
Haiti, who visited Israel and the 
occupied territories from June 22 
to July 1, would return again but 
no date had been set. 

Arab states have been pressing 
fOT council involvement since the 
three-year old Palestinian upris- 
ing erupted in a new round of 
violence after the May 20 killings 
of seven Palestinians by an Israeli 
gunmen. 

The United States cm May 31 
vetoed a council resolution to 
despatch a mission to the occu- 
pied territories and recommend 
ways of protecting the Palestinian 
inhabitants. 

At the time, U.S. Ambassador 
Thomas Pickering said the resolu- 
tion could be “misused to gener- 
ate needless controversy and dis- 
pute in the area.” 

Subsequently, Israel, in an 
apparent effort to defuse Arab 
demands, issued an invitation for 
Aime, a senior official in the 
secretary general's office, to visit 
the occupied territories. 

Since the veto, Arab states 
have been considering calling for 


a special session of foe General 
Assembly under a rarely used 
procedure for obtaining action by 
that body if thef coundT is para- 
lysed. 


The Arab diplomats here have 
met several times over the past 
week to discuss strategy but have 
not yet come to a decision. 


11 shot and wounded 


Israeli troops shot and wound- 
ed 11 Palestinian protesters in the 
occupied Gaza Strip Monday and 
entered Rafail town and refugee 
camp for the first time in months 
to order residents to erase 
Palestinian nationalist graffiti. 

Hospital officials said soldiers 
wounded eight Arabs In the 
Rafah area on the Egyptian bor- 
der, two in Nuseirat camp and 
(Hie in Bureij camp. 

Rafah residents said troops 
raided, the town and refugee 
camp before dawn and ordered 
people out of their homes to 
whitewash nationalist graffiti, re- 
move Palestinian flags and clean 
the streets. 

After the army withdrew, dozens 
of masked activists returned to 
the streets to paint new slogans. 


However, aides to Prime 
Nfiiuster YlfahakShan^ Tuesday 
denied the prime 'minister sent 
any message through Mubarak. 

Still,* foreign "ministry spokes- 
man Mbti Amichai noted in an 
offidal statement that Shamir in 
an mter v iew last month with an 
Egyptian weekly invited Assad,’ 
for tajk»_^witho_ut preoondi-'" 
tioris:” " ^ " 1 

He added that .if reports of 
Assad’s willingness to talk were 
true, “we view evetyirtdicatkm of 
Syrian readiness to negotiate 
peace as poativei” v 
Benjamin Netanyahu, deputy 
foreign minister, told Israel radio 
that die Jewish state has no first- 
hand information about Assad’s 
reported statements in Egypt 
. 'While -rejecting any .precondi- 
tions for talks, Netanyahu said 
Israel win eager-for any shift in 
Syria’s. hostile postion. 

“We are very interested to 
break that cirde and start politic- 
al negotiations for peace with 
Syria,” he told - Israel’s army 
radio. 

It was the second positive sig- 
nal from Syria this year. InjS 
March, former U.S. President 
Jimmy Carter arrived in Israel 
from a visit to Syria and said 
Assad was prepared to enter into 
talks with brad after thc.cnnw.n- 
ing of an international conference 
on Middle East peace. 

Israel opposes such a confer- 
ence. • 
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Jordan 
W; Germany 
discuss 

cooperation in 
archaeology 

AMMAN (Petra) — Cooperation 
m tourism and archaeology be- 
tween West Germany and Jordan 

were «scnssed at a meeting here 

Tuesday between West German- 
■ Ambassador to' Jordan Henris 
Bartds and Nfinister of Tourism 
Abdul Karim AI Kabariti. 

- The two also the 

question of extending West Ger-» 
man assistance to Jordan for de- 
slopin g the Dead Sea coast for 
touristic purposes ami the in- 
volvement of the West German 
private, sector in this proj ec t. 

Kabariti thanked the ambassa- 
dor for Bonn’s continued technic- 
al assistance to help Jordan res- 
tore the Umm Qais archaeologic- 
' at ate near Irbid and its contribu- 
tions towards restoring two 
ancie nt buildings, one to be trans- 
formed into a museum, the other 
to serve as a centre for excavation 
projects. 

West Germany is also currently 
helping Jordan restore a third 
budding used as a reception cen- 
tre for viators - to Jordan and 
several West German archaeolo- 
gical teams in the Kingdom are 
taking part in national excavation 
efforts at die various archaeolo- 
gical sites. 


Jordan 
urges ACC 
cooperation 
in trade 

AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan 
Tuesday urged its three partners 
in the Arab Cooperation Cjonncfl 
(ACC) to give priority in trade to 
products of the four Arab coun- 
tries and to impose a minimum 
tariff on exchanged products. 

-This views were projected by 
ftfinistry of Industry and Trade’s 
Secretary-General Ibrahim Bad- 
ran at the opening of an ACC 
•meeting called to pave the way 
for Wednesday’s ministerial 
meeting and discuss cooperation 
in economy, trade and supply 
matters.' 

: "ACC members are calRtt on 
to implement their ecoffdmic 
agreement in stages to ensure a 
common market within the ACC 
group,” Badran said. 

Referring to Arab trade, Bad- 
ran said that inter-Arab trade 
accounts only for five per cent of 
the total trade between the Arab 
World and the foreign countries, 
a situation which calls for speedy 
action to increase trade between 
Arab states and reduce reliance 
on foreign natiotK. 

“Increased Arab trading can 
come about through the three 
Arab economic groupings: the 
ACC. the Gulf Cooperation 
Council and the Maghreb Un- 
ion," Badran added. 

“Through integrated markets 
and dose economic cooperation 
the AOC can forge ahead and 
boost its exporting power," Bad- 
ran added. 

- The ministers of trade, eco- 
nomy and supply meeting here 
Wednesday evening will study 
recommendations and decisions 
taken by their undersecretaries at 
Tuesday's discussions. 



‘Arts, poetry and literary criticism are part of 
culture, indispensable to any civilisation* 


By Basest Sakktfba 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — It is no secret tfrar 
the members of the Islamic 
movement (Muslim Brother- 
hood) in the Lower House of 
Parliament together with four 
other deputies have recently 
called for a boycott of the 
Jerash Festival daimi^g that it 
“is no dedication to serious 
efforts in a steadfast country 
like Jordan.” 

A statement calling for the 
boycott and signed by the 26 
Muslim Brotherhood deputies 
was sent in a form of a letter to 
Prime Minister Mudar Badran. 
It ran as follows: “With bleed- 
ing hearts we watch elements 
of corruption in thi s country 
pursuing their effor ts to spread 
corruption by inviting to the 
conchy troupes of male and 
female dancers white onr 
enemy is going ahead with 
plans to bring m large numbers 
of emigres and fighters ..." 

The statement considered 
the Jerash Festival for Culture 
and Arts as an expression of 
disregard to the souls of Arab 
martyrs. 

The Muslim Brotherhood 
deputies had demanded, in a 
memorandum sent to the 
Prime Minister two months 
ago, that the Jerash Festival 
among other things in Jordan 
be scrapped. 

The Prime Minister replied 
that the festival, in his view, 
was representing Jordan’s 
cultural image and its events 


are all reflecting matters of 
culture, literature and art and 
can by no means represent 
improper behaviour. 

Workshippers attending 
prayers during the past Eid Al 

Adha in ' several mosques re- 
ported that the Jerash Festival 
was the centre of criticism in 
many sermons at a time when 
last time preparations were 
underway for the opening of 
the ninth Jerash Festival. 

Visitors to the festival this 
year reported that fewer peo- 
ple called at the archaeologic 
site to watch the events com- 
pared to the previous year, but 
there were conflicting views 
about the reasons behind the 
decline. * 

Muslim Brotherhood 
sources attributed the drop in 
the number of visitors to their 
own campaign directed against 
the annual festival, while the 
festival organisers contend that 
the events expected to attract 
large crowds have not yet be- 
gun. 

The past three days have 
witnessed a steady increase in 
the number of visitors to the 
Jerash Festival and tickets for 
events scheduled for the com- 
ing week are about to be com- 
pletely sold out. the organisers 
said. 

Commenting on the Muslim 
Brotherhood’s statement, the 
organisers expressed their sur- 
prise at the hostile campaign 
which, they say, came at a time 
when Jordanians are entering a 
new phase in political life when 
no group should impose its 


views on another. 

They say it is important for 
Jordan to pursue the trend of 
openness to other cultures and 
to accept other nations’ an and 
culture so that it can achieve an 
interaction among various cul- 
tures. Regression, they add, 
can only result in backward- 
ness. 

“It is astonishing to hear the 
Muslim Brotherhood deputies 
comparing those wishing to 
spread culture with those in- 
volved in corruption cases," 
the organisers say. 

.They say that singing, ballet 
dancing and theatre acting are 
all very refined and sublime 
arts and poetry and literary 
criticism are part of culture, 
indispensable to any civilisa- 
tion. 

A visit by Al Ra'i and the 
Jordan Times inside the Jerasb 
site revealed that most of the 
visitors had come from neigh- 
bouring Arab countries. There 
are also non- Arab tourists who 
are currently on a visit to Jor- 
dan. 

The reporters heard the 
views of the visitors who stres- 
sed that their visit to Jordan 
this year was specifically done 
for the purpose of attending 
the events at the Jerash Festiv- 
al. One American tourist said 
that he had always dreamed of 
watching Soviet ballet and the 
Jerasb Festival helped make 
his dream come true. 

A Jordanian poet told Al 
Ra’i and the Jordan Tones that 
the Jerash Festival demons- 
trated an important aspect of 


Jordan's cultural life and there- 
fore it must be supported by all 
means. He criticised neverthe- 
less the quality presented at 
this year’s festival, saying that 
constructive criticism can by no 
means harm the festival and its 
objectives. 

The poet said that die festiv- 
al’s management seemed to 
have been affected by the hos- 
tile campaign and this was re- 
flected in the quality of the 
events. 

An official representing the 
festival’s management said that 
the government has provided 
nothing in support of this 
year’s festival and Royal 
Jordanian, which used to con- 
tribute a great deal, restricted 
its contributions tins year to 35 
air tickets to bring in the mem- 
bers of die participating folk 
troupes. 

“It is very important, in the 
light of this campaign, that this 
festival be operated on purely 
commercial baas, and indeed 
there are tens of firms ready to 
take over the project and make 
large profits," the official 
added. 

But this view was opposed 
by Jordanian intellectuals and 
writers who call for the govern- 
ment’s support for the festival 
because it will help deepen 
cultural interaction. 

Some observers believe that 
the festival has now entered 
the survival stage and they 
consider this year’s events de- 
cisive for its future which could 
bear indications for the future 
of Jordan itself. 
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Be Royal Highness Princess Basina Tuesday 
gartens (Petra photo) 


seminar for women teachers in kinder- 


Seminar aims at raising 
standard of kindergartens 


AMMAN (Petra) — Her Royal 
Highness Princess Basina said 
Tuesday that Jordan, assisted by 
a number of organisations, had 
succeeded in directing social and 
educational services to the rural 
as well as urban areas of Jordan 
over the past five decades. 

“The United Nations Chil- 
dren’s Fund (UNICEF) shonld be 
commended for its efforts to pro- 
vide direct and indirect assistance 
to the various local organisations 
and voluntary societies in the 
process of reducing infant mortal- 
ity rates and improving the quali- 
ty of services for children," the 
Princess said at the opening of a 
special training seminar for 
women teachers employed in kin- 
dergartens. 

‘‘Providing women tochers 


with the essential skills in 
teaching and training children is 
part of the national educational 
process designed to serve chil- 
dren at the pre-school stage," 
said the Princess in her speech. 

She said that Jordan has been 
paying special attention to bring- 
ing up children and is now turning 
more and more attention to chil- 
dren in the rural regions of the 
Kingdom. 

Princess Basina is chairperson 
of the board of trustees of the 
Queen Alia Social Welfare Fund 
(QAF) which is organising the 
seminar in cooperation with UN- 
ICEF. 

Minister of Education Moham- 
mad Hamdan said the training 
seminar aimed at raising the stan- 
dards of teachers in kindergartens 


with the help of specialists from 
Jordan and world organisations. 
He too praised efforts exerted by 
UNICEF in helping provide care 
and protection for children at the 
pre-school stage which he de- 
scribed as the most sensitive stage 
in children’s life. 

Sarojini Abraham, who repre- 
sented UNICEF at the meeting, 
referred to Jordan’s endeavours 
in the mother and child care 
fields. She paid tribute to Jordan 
for its decision to host a meeting 
on children in Amman next 
month as pan of pan- Arab prepa- 
rations for the world summit for 
children to be held in New York 
in September. 

A total of 65 women teachers 
are taking part in the seminar 
which mil last seven days. 



IRAQI CELEBRATION: Iraqi Ambas- 
sador Nomi Ismafl Al Web Tuesday hosted a 
r e ceptio n marking the auai i n craaiy of the aasamp- 
tion of power by the rafiag Arab Baafh Socialist 
Party in Iraq. Tito reception was a t te nde d by 


Pvflament speakers, ministers, deputies and 
senior ofPdafa as wefl as d ip lo mats and leading 
Jordanian and Palestinian personalities (Petra 
photo) 


Arab team, Moscow hold 
talks on Middle East issues 


AMMAN (Petra) — First Deputy 
Speaker of the Lower House of 
Parliament Jamal Saraireh Tues- 
day returned home form Moscow 
where he took part in the Arab- 
Soviet parliamentarians meeting 
which took place there between 
July 11 to 16. 

In an arrival statement, 
Saraireh said that the meeting 
discussed Arab-Soviet parliamen- 
tary relations and regional and 
international issues, inducting the 
Palestinian and Lebanese ques- 
tions. 

- He pointed out that the meet- 
ing came out with a joint state- 
ment, stressing the need for hold- 
ing an international peace confer- 


ence on the Middle East under 
the auspices of the United Na- 
tions. 

The statement also reiterated 
the need for ensuring the legiti- 
mate rights of die Palestinian 
people, voiced support for the 
Palestinian uprising and de- 
nounced the Israeli oppressive 
measures against the Palestinian 
people. 

Saraireh added that the parlia- 
mentarians also discussed the 
Soviet-Jewish immigration to 
Palestine, considering their set- 
tlement in die Palestinian terri- 
tory as a flagrant violence of die 
provisions of the 4th Geneva 
Convention and the United Na- 


tions resolutions. 

The two sides also expressed 
their deep concern over the situa- 
tion in Lebanon and called for 
implementing the Taif agree- 
ment. They also voiced their full 
satisfaction with the resumption 
of direct dialogue between Iraq 
and Iran in a bid to reach a 
peaceful settlement to their dis- 
pute, along the line of the United 
Nations Security Council Resolu- 
tion 598. 

Taking part in the meeting 
were parliamentarians from Jor- 
dan, Tunisia, Iraq, Palestine, 
Libya, Egypt, and the general 
secretariat of the Arab Par- 
liamentary Union (APU). 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


T&e following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 
time and place with the concerned institutions. 

EXHIBITIONS 

* Open studio asd workshop for artist Sarnia Zara displaying 
n atetw scriptures and band-painted fabrics. Location: off 
2nd Cbde, opposite R o s enth al (9:30-1:30 and 3:30-6:30). 

* Exhibitions of cer amics , paintings by Gastone Primes at ABa 
Art GaBery. 

* Plastic art exhibition by RndahM and Rrira Haddad at the 

. Bank Complex ML 

* Photo erirfirftion entitled “Jmtian — Mysteries and Shadows” 
by Omani student Mo hamma d Bin Mahdi Bin Jawad at 
Yarmook University- 

* pfaafcartcxMMttoa by derf artist K hafcd Mafanood Aityeh at 
the Royal Guttural Centre. 

* Exhlhitioii riprinth^s by trulrat^ artiste at the Jordan Ptetic 

Art Association GaBery — fcL No, 699914. 


• Concert by the Syrian trerqto Umayyrii at the South Theatre 

&30 pjn* 

• rwerte Ire tlto Jordan AraredForem Band (6d»-7d»pja.), a 

local fbflt Snap* (7:9® - MO) * Yagwiav ft* troiqie (8:30 - 

*36 pan.) at the Forma. 

• Ms and poetry at Artemis Steps (7:0ft - ftftft P-™>) 


HOME NEWS IN 


Jordan, China discuss cooperation 

AMMAN (Petra) — Deputy Minister of Civil Affairs in China 
Chang Dejiang arrived in Amman Tuesday at the bead of an 
official team for a week-long official visit to Jordan. He will meet 
with Deputy Prime Minister and Interior Minister Salem 
Masaadch and Minister of Social Development Abdul Majid Al 
Shreideb for discussions on social affairs cooperation between 
China and Jordan. The Chinese team will also visit the Qvfl 
Defence facilities and discuss prospects for bilateral cooperation. 
Civil Defence Department (CDD) Director-General Major 
General Afif Al Ghoul, senior CDD officers and China’s 
Ambassador to Jordan Cfcfcmg Liang met the delegation at the 
airport. 

Main spa board dissolved 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Trade and Industry Ziad Fariz 
decided Tuesday to rfissolve tile board of directors of the Jordan 
Tourism and Mineral Waters Company — of Ma’in Health Spa — 
and formed a committee to ran the company for one year as of 
July IS, 1990. The committee comprises Ziad Innab as chairman, 
Saleh Al Rife’i as representative for Jordan Investment Corpora- 
tion, Mahmoud Al Hamawi the Housing Bank, Tayseer Wahbeh 
for the Industrial Development Bank, Gbaa Batarsch for the 
Ministry of Track and Industry and a representative for the 
Mroktr y of Tourism. Fariz charged the committee with studying 
the status of the company so as to presort proposals for solving its 
problems. 


Jordan urges ACC 
monetary integration 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan 
Tuesday urged its partners in the 
four-member Arab Cooperation 
Council (ACC) to embark on 
serious steps leading to monetary 
integration within ACC, a pro- 
cess which can be achieved in 
stages. 

The call was made by the Gov- 
ernor of the Central Bank of 
Jordan (CBJ), Mohammad Saeed 
Al Nabulsi at the opening session 
of a meeting by central banks 
governors in Iraq, Yemen, Egypt 
and Jordan, called to discuss 
means of promoting monetary 
coordination and attaining in- 
tegration. 

“At present, ACC member 
states have some kind of agree- 
ment which helps the process of 
currency convertibility between 
them, but what is needed is the 
creation of a unified monetary 
system based on one form of 
currency, following a centralised 
monetary system," Nabulsi said. 

“Despite a great improvement 
in the Arab World’s currency 
systems, largely due to the efforts 
of the Arab Monetary Fund, the 
achievements fell far below the 
aspired levels of coordination, 
and this is manifested in the fact 
that the Arab countries rely more 
cm their trade exchanges with the 
outside world rather than inter- 
Arab trade and the Arab invest- 


ments are mainly made aboard," 
Nabulsi added. 

According to Nabulsi, certain 
steps can be taken to achieve 
integration among the four ACC 
members. These, he said, can 
take the form of more serious 
efforts for settling trade payments 
and financing trade transactions, 
facilitating the exchange of capit- 
al and funds and encouraging 
joint investments as wed as the 
establishment of a joint develop- 
ment organisation which can 
facilitate the exchange of in- 
formation and expertise to handle 
problems pertaining to foreign 
debt and banking problems. 

“The political and economic 
developments in the world in 
general and the Eastern Euro- 
pean nations in particular over 
the past two years, in addition to 
the creation of united Europe in 
1992 and economic groupings 
around the world emphasise the 
fact Jthat various countries are 
seeking integration in all fields 
and remind the ACC states of 
their responsibility to follow in 
the same footsteps," Nabulsi 
said. 

He said that monetary integra- 
tion is an inevitable step if the 
ACC countries wish to avoid lag- 
ging behind other nations and to 
bridge the gap now separating the 
third world from the advanced 


countries of the world. 

ACC Secretary-General Hilmi 
Nammar advocated the idea of 
creating a joint ACC bank and 
said be had prepared a working 
paper for the meeting expound- 
ing the idea as a positive step 
towards arriving at a unified 
monetary system for ACC coun- 
tries. __ • • ■ - 

Nammer said, that an econo- 
mic agreement reached earlier by 
the four states called for trade 
exchanges, encouragement of 
joint ventures and the investment 
of Arab capital in the ACC 
states. "In order for this to be 
achieved the ACC states shook! 
have an integrated monetary sys- 
tem which can, among other 
things, settle trade payments, fi- 
nance services and encourage 
trade,” Nammar said. 

He said that the creation of a 
joint ACC bank or the setting up 
of a joint dealing pool to settle 
the trade and services payments 
within the ACC group can help 
ACC states arrive at the aspired 
integrated system. 

“The Arabs have to rely on 
their own resources and capital 
for investing in different schemes 
since western capital could now 
be channelled to Eastern Euro- 
pean states and not to the third 
world nations with the recent 
developments in Europe,” Nam- 



Mohammad Saeed Al Nabulsi 
mar warned. 

He said that the Arabs have no 
alternative but to rely more on 
their inter-trade relations and 
save hard currency. , 

The central bank governors of 
Egypt, Yemen and Iraq also deli- 
vered speeches at the opening 
session, supporting the idea of a 
joint bank to achieve monetary 
coordination. 

After the first meeting the gov- 
ernors called on Deputy Prime 
Minister and Interior Minister? 
Salem Masaadeh to brief him on, 
the topics to be discussed during 
the meetings. 
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War is coming, but 
avoidable 


HIS MAJESTY King Hussein very accurately described tbe 
situation in the Middle East region when he said that the 
“area seems to be faring a very bleak mid very dangerous 
future at this point.” Indeed, the situation today is very 
similar to pre-1967 days. With the Palestinian intifada 
intensifying, the influx of hundreds of thousands of Jewish 
immig rants immin ent and with the rise in extremism on 
both sides of the Arab-Israeli conflict, all the ingredients are 
there for a destructive war in tbe Middle East. However, 
and as some analysts main tain, tbe next Middle East war 
might not occur this year or the next. The war, it seems, will 
be delayed until the hundreds of thousands of Jewish 
immig rants are settled hi Palestine; and when they, as 
Israeli citizens, start floodmg the settlements of the West 
Bank and pushing the Palestinians out. By that time, the 
straggle over the region’s scarce water resources would have 
intensified and extremism on both tides would have gained 
more ground. By 1992 all the ingredients for war wiD be 
folly ripe. That is why King Hussein wants the Americans, 
the Soviets and all the big powers to look at tbe titaatkm 
more seriously and to move ami consolidate their moves 
before it is too late. The next war in the Middle East will be a 
bloody one, one that humanity did not experience before. 
All the weapons of destruction are already pied in the 
region and more is coming. That is why, we in the Arab 
World, want to avoid war. Palestinians and Arabs have 
already made all the concessions necessary for peace, 
mduding recognition of Israel. Hie only thing we are asking 
Israel and America to accept is recognition of Palestinian 
rights. We are not for war; we abhor it. It brings 

destruction and misery to all the peoples of the region. But 
we are defending our rights — the rights of the Arabs in 
Arab land and in Arab water. We respect all people’s choice 
to move freely and to freely choose where to find a new 
borne. But, as the King said, we fail to see how everyone, 
Jewish and Palestinian, is going to fit in tiny Palestine, 
especially when Jewish immigrants are being denied other 
destinations of their choice. The U.S., the champion of 
Soviet Jews' human rights, has a moral responsibility in the 
region. It must do all that in its power to avert tbe region tbe 
horrors of war, if not for the sake of the Arabs, then for the 
sake of its Israeli friends. 


ARABIC PRESS 


All three Arabic daily newspapers Tuesday riiscnssed several 
points in Prime Minister Mudar Badran’s statements to the 
Kuwaiti A1 Siyassah newspaper. 


Al Ra’i daily said that Badran stressed three important responsibi- 
lities shouldered by the Kingdom: Confronting the economic 
crisis, enhancing the democratic process and ensuring protection 
to the Arab Order. The paper said that Jordan has been facing 
economic difficulties at a time when its attention was also directed 
towards protecting the nation against aggression, and striving to 
help Palestinians regain their rights and their homeland. The 
prime minister made rt dear that no pressure and no temptation 
of any land could divert Jordan from its national responsibilities 
and turn it away from its duty, tbe paper continued. Jordan, 
Badran said, wQJ remain totally committed to the Arab causes; 
and any attempt to discourage Jordan from this course will end op 
in failure, the paper added. The paper said that Jordan continues 
to face pressures and .nomtors the Israeli enemy hatching plots 
for expansion and aggression at the expense of die Arab Nation. 
For this reason, the paper added, this country is determined to 
acquire all means for defence, for development and for enhancing 
the process of democracy with the help of Arab countries and 
through the efforts of the Jordanian people. 


A columnist in AI Ra’i Arabic daily Tuesday praises the 
International Organisation of Joumaliks (IOJ) for cbooting 
Amman as a venue for its executive co mmitte e meeting in 
October. Mahmoud Rimawi says that it is because of the 
democratic atmosphere which this country is now enjoying, and 
the principles it holds that prompted the organisation to decide on 
meeting here to discuss a host of very important subjects of 
concern not only to the journalists but to nations at large. The 
writer says that tbe Jordanian government’s policies have opened 
the way for great relaxation in political and public life in the 
Kingdom, and earned the Kingdom more friends and further 
credibility in the eyes of the world. This, be says, is bound to have 
beneficial and positive results on Arab causes worldwide, and can 
only win the support of world organisations for Arab just causes, 
says Rimawi. The prominent status of Jordan is bound to help 
remove all illusions about Israel and its claims that it serves as an 
oasis of democracy m the heart of the Arab World; and the 
coming meeting will certainly focus world public attention on 
Jordan's democratic march and its endeavours for peace and 
stability in the region, the writer adds. While waiting for that 
meeting, says the writer, the people of Jordan hope that the 
government will scrap the remainder of the martial law that has 
existed in Jordan over the past two decades so that die ground will 
be paved for political pluralism and the emergence of political 
parties which enhance the concept of democracy. 


Al Dustour daily said that Prime Minister Mudar Badran tackled 
all issues of concern not only to Jordan but to Arab countries as 
well as in his statement published in Al Siyassah daily of Kuwait 
The paper echoed Badran’s statement that Palestine re mains tbe 
focal point in Jordan’s policies, and the main concern of its 
people, prompting the government to act in a manner that would 
bolster the Palestinian struggle and steadfastness. Tbe paper said 
that Jordan is aware of itsneavy responsibilities as it strives to 
remedy its edbnomy and enhance the process of democracy, but it 
will never abandon an inch of Palestinian land, nor will it ever 
shirk its responsibilities, duties and commitments to the Arab 
nation. 


Economic Forum 


By Dr. Abdalia MaUd 


Prices of land and houses: Makings of 


1 


STARTING last spring, prices 
of land and housing units be- 
gan to rise after being depress- 
ed for a number of years. Most 
probably, these prices will con- 
tinue to rise during the coming 
twelve months. If no dramatic 
developments take place in the 
economic arena, to tbe better 
or to the worse, my impression 
is that a trend of moderate but 
steady rise in land and housing 
unit prices win be established 
thereafter. To understand the 
main forces which shape de- 
velopments m the land and 
property market one has to 
recount certain economic facts. 

Demand, in a robust type, 
does not spill into the land and 
property sector unless there is 
a remarkable financial surplus 
in tbe economy. This means 
that the economy has to be 
liquid enough in order to be 
able to afford investing in 


bousing and speculating in 
land. A financial surplus 
means healthy saving levels; 
healthy enough to satisfy 
spending on small necessary 
needs and to generate extra 
funds capable of paying for 
very big-ticket items like cars, 
land and bouses. 


Obviously that was the story 
of tiie Japanese who used their 
current account accumulated 
surpluses to finance a land 
boom in Japan and to “buy 
part of America.'* It is also the 
story of most Arab countries in 
the great oil boom of the 
seventies. The mammoth in- 
come generated by the ofl price 
'explosion created financial sur- 
pluses which started to chase 
all sorts of goods and services 
including land and buildings: 
prices thus soared beyond im- 
agination and land speculation 


was phenomenal. Both specu- 
lators and real investors were * 
attracted to this sector. 

Investing in construction 
snch as buildings and tbe tan- 
dem land is highly capital-in- 
tensive. The inc remen t a l capit- 
al/output ratio (ICOR) mea- 
sures the number of capital 
units needed to produce one 
unit of income. For the. eco- 
nomy as a whole, ICOR is 
normally in the range of 3 to4; 
for the construction sector, 
ICOR goes up to 10 and even 
to 14. Thu is why investment in . 
buildings and the related land 
needs huge amounts of capital. 

A poor country or an economy 
squeezed for liquidity cannot 
therefore create the demand 
necessary to activate tbe land 
and housing sector. During the 
last few years and mainly due 
to tiie economic recession but 
also due to the devaluation 


effects of the Jordanian dinar, 
which impoverished the people 
and made them give priority to 
spending on baric needs — on 
hoarding and on bank deposits 
held inside the country and 
abroad the Jordanian eco- 
nomy naturally failed togener- 
ate the sort of demand which 
could prop up the land - and 
houang sector which stomped 
as a result. This cyde seems to 
have ended; something is hap- 
pening since last spring and is 
leading to a gradual revival of 
this sector. What were the 
reasons behind this develop- 
ment? 

First of all there was a mas- 
sive shift of investment to bold- 
ing dollar balances on the ex- 
pense of ah other types of 
indirect (financial) and direct 
investments denominated in 
Jordanian dinars because con- 
fidence in the Jordanian eco- 


nomy was being shaken. This 
shift was accentuated by the 
.fact that inflation was . still in 
the em b r y onic stage and there- 
fore, there -was no rash to real 
assets. It seems that this*, trend 
fasted until tiie end of 1989: In 
the, process, pent-up demand 
for laid and houses was btrikl- 
isg up. Now that all these 
trends have been reversed, the 
situation started to change. 
The collapse of confidence in 
the Jordanian dinar and eco- 
nomy was halted, the restora- 
tion of confidence has been 
started thanks mainly to the 
stabilisation of -tiie exchange 
rate of the dinar, and inflation 
has erupted. Consequently, 
the above-mentioned pent-up 
demand has been released and 
started to bid up the pri ces of 
land and housing units.. 


An added reason must be 


that non-residents, „ especially 
Jordanians wortahg abroad, 
have found that land plots aod 
houses in Jordan became ^ex- 
pensive in terms of other cur- 
rencies. However, tins advan- 
tage will be eroded prop- 
. ortionately with the increase in 
prices and is bomidto be work- 
ed out soon,- probably during 
the next twelvejnonths _ This 
what happened m the land and 
property market was some sort 
of a lagged price correction. 
Beyond the short ran, prices in 
this sector wfl] continue to rise 
at a steady rate commensurate 
with the rates -of inflation and 
the run from money to physical 
assets. And this u a healthy 

development, barring, of 
course, excessive rises,; that 
might ignite fnensfcd specula- 
tion ami distort" and abort, real 
investments in this sector. 


King: War could erupt 


(Cootbrned from page 1) 


Q: The concerns have been raised 
about the movement, of Soviet 
emigres into the occupied lands, 
but in fact, only about few 
thousands are on the West Bank 
now, and about 4,000 are in the 
east of Jerusalem, so it seems to 
be a minor problem m compari- 
son to the numbers. Why are you 
so concerned about the immigra- 
tion? 

A: Well, we’re concerned be- 
cause of tbe fact that until now 
such a number may have arrived 
out of about 60,000. There is 
predicted to be about a million 
over the next 18 months. I don’t 
see where they will settle. The 
space is very very limited and at 
the same time, the question of 
human rights hoe is rather un- 
dear because these people are 
not permitted to go wherever 
they choose. They are only fun- 
nelled into Israel, and Israeli law 
gives them the right to become 
citizens the moment they arrive in 
Israel. 

Q: Are you concerned that 
Palestinians might actually be 
pushed over into Jordan and 
thereby- increase the number of 
Palestinians in your co un try? 

A: I am not concerned that they’ll 
be pushed into Jordan, Fm con- 
cerned that they’ll loose then- 
human rights, their rights on then- 
soil. 

Q: And then the potential for an 
explosion is very much there? Let 
me pursue that a little further 
because you used very careful 
terms. You say an explosion, you 
say a bleak and a dangerous 
pdrod, but I'm not dear exactly 
what that means. Does that mean 
that one side or the other wfll 
then move directly toward war? 
A: I think that the potential, 
knowing the ground, die needs 
within this area, the limitations of 
what is available, even in terms of 
water, makes it impossible to see 
bow every one is going to fit in 
without something happening. 

A: And what might that be. What 
form coyld that take? Are you 
suggesting that on the Arab side 
there might be an aggressive 
movement? 

Q: I don’t think that the Arabs 
had been aggressive over many 
many years. They’ve been seek- 
ing peace, but on tiie other hand, 
it is on tbe Israeli ride that the 
problem is. 

Q: You compare this at one point 
to tbe situation in 1967 which of 
course led to tbe six-day war. Is 
this smilar to that? 

A: It is almost similar to it. Yes, it 
seems to be a funnel towards 
which every is moving, and a very 
dangerous one it is. We don’t 
seem to see tiie light at the end of 
the tunnel. 

Q: Your Majesty, at the recent 
Arab summit, there were com- 
muniques issued that were quite 
critical of the U.S. policy. Do you 
share those harsh words? 

A: I was a part of that summit, 
and I share the concern over the 
U.S.’s inability so far to address 
itself to this problem. I believe 
the U.S. has a great moral re- 
sponsibility greater than ever be- 
fore to solve tins problem before 
it is too late. 

Q: You say inability, do you 
actually mean that die U.S. is 
unwilling to address ft in a way 
that is satisfactory? 

A: It seems so for the time being 
what are they doing wrong. They 
are doing nothing, very much 
indeed. They are in touch until 
the Israeli government. They’ve 
stopped talking to the Palesti- 
nians and their legitimate repre- 
sentation and the situation is get- 
ting worse all the time. 

Qi What would you suggest that 
the U.S. do for tbe moment? 

A: I think review the situation in 
the area which is so important to 
the world and to tiie U.S. in 
terms of the human dimension, in 
terms of the resources that the 


world needs in this area as well. 
Q: Your Majesty, forgive me, but 
with all due respect your review, 
of the situation is a very broad 
sort of statement, specifically 
what would you like the U.S. to 
do to solve what is a terrible 
impasse? 

A: I believe that the U.S. must be 
in touch with the Palestinians and 
their sole legitimate representa- 
tives. I believe that the U.S. 
should probably move towards 
internationalising the problem 
and seek the bdp may be of the 
other permanent members of the 
Security Council to resolve the 
problem. 

Q: Right now the peace process 
has broken down rather drastical- 
ly. Does that increase the Kkli- 
bood that Jordan can play a more 
important role than you have in 
the last two years? 

A: No sir. We can’t replace the 
Palestinians. It is their right, ft is 
their land. We support them to 
tbe best of our ability, but no- 
thing more. 

Q: Well, in fact, Yasser Arafat of 
the PLO has already said that he 
is w illing to recognise the right of 
Israel to exist: Jordan has not, 
*why? ’ - 

A: Yes, we have, we have indeed. 
We have since we accepted tbe 
Security Council Resolution 242. 
Q: Would you be willing to 
negotiate directly with Israel? 

A: I can’t negotiate on behalf of 
the Palestinians. No. 

Q: Tell me, the form you’d like to 
see for we are in a state now 
where the Israelis are moving 
forward in a direction that you 
wouldn’t like and what I am 
looking forward here is where the 
ground might actually be to break 
tiie stalemate. 

A: I believe that to break tbe 
stalemate we have to move to an 
international conference with the 
five permanent members of the 
Security Council and all parties to 
the conflict, including the Palesti- 
nians and the PLO. 

Q: You have moved more dosely 
(forgive me if I am not putting 
this in a way satisfactory to you) 
towards Iraq over this time. Is tbe 
movement of Soviet immigration 
into Israel one reason that you've 
more dosely allied yourself with 
Saddam Hussein? 

A: No, we have extremely good 
relations with Iraq. These rela- 
tions developed over many years. 
They developed during the 
period of time when Iraq fought 
to defend the Arab Order against 
the threats from the outside, and 
It is not new that our relations 
with Iraq are as strong as they 

are. 

Q: To me and the people of the 
U.S. what Saddam Hussein has 
said are very sharp, very harsh 
words. Do yon, who had been for 
a long time a moderate m the 
Arab World, who has been a 
dose ally to the U.S., do you 
share his views? 

A: I believe that Saddam Hus- 
sein’s statements were taken out 
of context every time. He said 
that if we are hit by nudear 
device we will hit back. That is all 

he said. 

Q: Is there a likelihood now, as 
we see the situation developing in 
the way we are now, is there a 
likelihood of increased terrorism? 
A: I think there is a chance for 
extremists on both sides to have 
their way and destroy every 
chance for peace in this area? 
Q: King Hussein, we come to the 
end of our discussion. We are 
moving toward a period of time 
where the Middle Bast is in a 
"tremendous distress partly be- 
cause of what has happened in 
Eastern Europe and the Soviet 
Union. Has tiie end of the cold 
war been good or bad for the 
Middle East? 

As For tiie whole world it’s been 
good, and I hope it will be for this 
area, and I hope that everyone 
will try to make their best to 
make it so before it is too late. 


Britain more isolated 


By William' Satlmardi 
Reuter 


LONDON — Tbe resignation of 
Nicholas Ridley, one of Margaret 
Thatcher’s closest confidants, 
leaves the prime minister further 
isolated in a cabinet leaning clos- 
er to tight links between Britain 
and the European Community. 

Thatcher has replaced Ridley 
as Secretary of Trade and Indus- 
try with Peter Lilley whose views 
on the community match, less 
outspokenly, those of his prede- 
cessor. 

But Lilley, 46, a firm opponent 
erf European Monetary Union 
and what be sees as loss of 
sovereignty for Britain, entered 
parliament only in 1983 and lacks 
political experience. 

He is unlikely to be as effective 
a counter-weight as tbe abrasive 
Ridley to “pro-Europeans" like 
Foreign Secretary Douglas Hurd 
and Chancellor of tbe Exchequer 
John Major, both discreetly hust- 
ling Thatcher to quicken her pace 
on the community. 

The prime minister has chosen 
a quiet technocrat who will bridge 
the deep rift in her conservative 
party exposed by the anti-Ger- 
man outburst which cost 61-year- 
old Ridley his job. 

Ridley, in an interview with the 
Spectator Magazine, charged that 
West Germany wanted to take 
over Europe, castigated France 
as Bonn's lap-dog and said yield- 
ing British sovereignty to the 
community would be like sur- 
rendering to Hitler. 

Ridley’s resignation at the 
weekend may appease Britain’s 
EC partners. But Thatcher’s con- 
servative party is split over con- 


siderable support for Ridley’s 
attitude if not his language. 

His backers argue that, when 
Britain voted to join the EC in a 
1974 referendum, few people 
foresaw the extent of political and 
economic fcikm towards which 
tbe group is now heading. 

Former Cabinet Minister Sir 
Rhodes Boyson said Ridley’s re- 
marks had “taken the cork out of 
the bottle and die genie is out. 
We need to have in the country a 
debate about where we stand on 
Europe instead of taking it for 
granted.” 

Thatcher’s task is complicated 
by doubts over how far Ridley 
was ex p res si ng her thoughts. 

While Thatcher has disavowed 
Ridley’s comments, conservative 
Member of Parliament Julian 
Critchiey said on Britain’s TV- 
AM programme: “Whatever she 
might have said, there are lots of 
people who might apt be pre- 
pared to believe her.~ .. 

Tbe opposition Labonr Party 
says the delay -between the out- 
break of tiie row and Ridley's 
resignation will be seen as evi- 
dence that Thatcher agreed with 
him. 

Tbe interview was published on 
Thursday, while Ridley was on^a 
visit to Hungary. He swiftly re- 
tracted his views from Budapest, 
returned to Britain on Friday 
night but did not resign until 
Saturday, after talking to Thatch- 
er by telephone. 

Labour’s Deputy Leader, Roy 
Hattersley, said: “the real issue is 
Mrs. Thatcher’s lamentable fai- 
lure to act decisively. 

“Her vacillation has already 
harmed our reputation abroad 
and fuelled the suspicion that 
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Nicholas Ridley 


privately she agrees with what 
Mr. Ridley said.” 

Labour is fanning a fresh 
aspect of the controversy which 
surfaced with The Independent 
newspaper on Sunday reprinting 
what it called a confidential 
memorandum on a seminar held 
last March to brief Thatcher on 
what to expect of a united Ger- 
many. 

The document, reportedly 
written by Thatcher's Foreign 
Policy Adviser Charles Powell, 
spoke of German characteristics 
as being “angst, aggressiveness, 
bullying, egotism. Inferiority 
complex, sentimentality.” 


. But it concluded that Thatcher i k 
should “bemceto foe Germans." =!* 

The Independent’s report fo- -rz 
cased attention oh theories that ?! 
Ridley and his supporters were £ 
only expressing deep anti-foreign 
feelings among the British pnblic. sv 
Another newspaper. The Mail a? 
on Sunday, said in an editorial that 2 
tbe issue must be confronted and > 
discussed. . t 

The paper urged Britain to ^ 
commit itself fully to foe EC but ^ 
said: “we can never be part of a ^ 
broader European entity, what- 
ever the politicians may say, if 1c j 
our hearts and minds refuse fo ;a , 
cross foe channel.” 
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case of ‘expensive’ Gulf 
women and broke single men 


: ; By Mmiun Isa • 

Renter f . 

BAHRAIN Oil-rich Gulf 
Arab states arc trying to curb 
soaring* marriage costs which 
.officials say arc encouraging 
ypung nieri to spurn local 
women and marry less expen- 
sive wives -from India or the 
Philippines. 

- - Hie main problem is the 
dowry, the price winch a Mus- 
lim groom must pay his 
prospective wife to guarantee 
her security. 

Officials say the rush of oil 
money in the region in the 
1970s fuelled materialist values 
which pushed Gulf dowries to 
unreasonable heights. 

Although the heady days of 
the oil boom have ended, so- 
cial expectations have not and* 
many young men are forced to 
borrow heavily to get a local 
wife, they say. 

Studies show that average 
dowries in Saudi Arabia, 
Kuwait, Qatar and the United 
Arab Emirates — the weal- 
thiest Gulf states — are now 
around $50,000. . . 

Costs of a lavish wedding 
party, usually held at a hotel 
and often lasting three days, 
could double that amount. 

In Bahrain and Oman mid- 
dle class dowries range from 
$3,000 to $40,000. 

Officials say 30 years ago, a 
bride normally celebrated at 
her parents' house with female 
friends and relatives while men 
flocked to congratulate the 
groom separately m his home. 

“There is no doubt the 
flood of oil money witnessed 
by Gulf societies ut the 1970s 
.and 1980s caused negative so- 
cial habits,” said Kamel Saleh 
A1 Saleh, head of the Gulf 
Arab Councfl of Ministers for 
Labour and Social Affaire. 

“This included the payments 
of high dowries, costly mar- 
riage parties gifts, honeymoons 
and furniture — all of these 


practices have become hurdles 
for youths who wish to many,” 
he told Reuters. 

To counter the problem. 
Gulf Arab states have set 
“P special marriage funds to 
provide grants and soft loans to 
yonog men — provided they 
“any local women. 

Officials are increasingly 
worried about marriages to 
foreigners, usually from the 
Far East, because of the per- 
ceived threat to their own Isla- 
mic culture and traditions. 

Working expatriates com- 
prise more than 70 per cent of 
foe population in Kuwait, 
Saudi Arabia, and the United 
Arab Emirates. 


Many Golf states 
have launched a 
public awareness 
campaign to dis- 
courage high dow- 
ries and expensive 
weddings. 


The Kuwaiti government 
said last March it would give 
local newly-weds a $3,400 
grant and a $6,800 soft loan. 

Men married to non- 
Kuwaitis who wanted to take a 
Kuwaiti wife were also eligible 
to apply for the fends. 

Islam, the religion in the 
Gulf, allows men to take up to 
four wives. Saudi Arabia and 
Oman have banned marriages 
to foreigners while Kuwait and 
Qatar have restricted them. 

Many Gulf states have also 
launched a public awareness 


campaign to discourage high 
dowries and expensive wed- 
dings. 

"The problem is that the 
value of the human being here 
has changed — before educa- 
tion and knowledge were the 
standard, now people are 
vajned by money and gold,” 
said Sabika Al-Najjar, who 
works for the Uriited Nations 
Development Programme in 
Bahrain. 

“A lot of girls say if they 
didn’t ask for a large dowry 
from a man he would think 
them cheap — and young cou- 
ples think that people will re- 
spect them according to how 
much they spend on wedding 
parties,” she told Reuters. 

Sheikh Sultan Bin Moham- 
mad A1 Qassimi, ruler of the 
UAE Emirate of Sharjah, last 
month hosted a mass wedding 
party for 20 couples in a bid to 
draw attention to the problem. 

The Sharjah Welfare Asso- 
ciation paid all expenses and 
each couple got an interest free 
loan of $10,900. 

“We have been trying to find 
a solution to the problem of 
dowry and immense marriage 
expenses but in vain,” Sheikh 
Sultan told television crews 
from neighbouring Gulf states. 

Some educated young cou- 
ples, particularly in Bahrain, 
have begun to take note. 

Guests attending a wedding 
on the island last month were 
horrified to learn the bride’s 
father had registered his 
daughter’s dowry at a mere 100 
fils (26 cents). 

A recently-married woman, 
mathematics teacher Lamya 
Al-Arrayed, said she had 
asked her husband Waleed 
only for a gold coin worth 45 
dinars ($120) and inscribed 
with a verse from the Koran, 
the Muslim holy book. 

“A lot of people were sur- 
prised when I told them,” she 
said. “But I am totally against 
high dowries because I believe 
it is like selling yourself.” 


Ancient Athens suffers a modern nightmare 


By Dim Kyriaiddou 

Reuter 

ATHENS — Once described m 
Greek poetry as the gemstone on 
the earth's ring, Athens needs a 
lot of polishing before it sheds its 
notoriety as one of Europe's most 
polluted dties. 

As Athenians begin their sum- 
mer exodus, abandoning their 
ancient city to escape the scor- 
ching sun and thick smog, tourists 
dip into public ponds for relief. 

Looking down from one of the 
green mountains surrounding the 
Greek capital, its best known 
landmark — the Parthenon — is 
hardly viable through a heavy 
cloud of pollution. 

“Athens is a dty which is mov- 
ing with mathematical precision 
to paralysis,” Environment and 
City Planning minister Stcfanos 
Marios told Reuters m an inter- 
view. 

Now sprawling over 528 square 
kilometres of what used to be a 
green valley split by a river, 
Athens was only a poor village at 
the foot of the Acropolis when it 
became the capital of modern 
Greece in 1834. 

None of the splendour of the 
golden age of perides had re- 
mained except for scattered mar- 
ble nuns which Athenians used to 
loot for construction materials. 

Unplanned development has 
transformed that village of rock- 
paved alleys and small houses 
into a crowded, noisy and filthy 
concrete monster which becomes 
deadlier every summer. 

What Athenians call the 
“nefos” the cloud of air pollution 
which hangs trapped above the 
dty in warm weather, killed hun- 
dreds of residents during a sum- 
mer heatwave in 1987. 

This summer Athenians are 
again fleeing to the countryside 
and the white-washed islands, 
leaving the capital to its misery of 
strikes, power cuts and water 
shortage. 

“The dty of Athens has no 
authority on its biggest problems 
which are the ’nefos,” traffic and 
transportation,” said Deputy 
Mayor Ilias Skalaios. 

Mayors have made cosmetic 
changes, plan ting trees, renovat- 
ing the central constitution 



The Temple of the Olympian Zeus in Athens 


square, where huge political ral- 
lies used to be held, and decorat- 
ing squares with art works. 

A glass sculpture of a runner 
which dominates the central 
Omonoia square was built to 
mark Greece’s bid to host the 
1996 Olympics. But Athenians 
said the athlete, rick of the smog 
was running away from Athens. 

Heavy traffic contributes to the 
air and noise pollution. Side- 
walks, sometimes not wide 
enough for two pedestrians, are 
often blocked by parked cars and 
motorcycles. 

A pan from two central patches 
of green, the National Garden 
and the Are os park, Athens is a 
massive construction of concrete 
apartment buildings. 

There was no planning to cope 
with large numbers of Greeks 
who came from the countryside 
and Aria minor back in 1923, 
after a war between Greece and 
Turkey, and who helped boost 
the capital’s population to its 
present 3.5 million. 

As people from the countryside 
moved to the capital in search of 
work and Athenians moved to 
the rapidly developed suburbs in 
search of quiet and fresh air. the 
inner dty became the commercial 
and administrative centre. 

Downtown Athens was laid out 
by the Bavarian architects 
brought by modern Greece's first 
king. Otho, in the 19th century. 
They also designed his palace, 
now the parliament, in the neo- 
classical style which influenced 
most buildings at the time. 


Few of these buildings have 
survived. Most of those which did 
are in Plaka, known to tourists as 
“the neighbourhood of the 
Gods.” 

At the foot of the Acropolis, 
Plaka was the only downtown 
district to be saved because of a 
ban on construction and incen- 
tives to renovate old buildings. 

Greek ecologists advocate 
drastic measures such as banning 
traffic in the city and moving 
industries far away. Offirials say 
the only possible relief would be 
an underground train network, 
planned since the 1970s but never 
built. 

“Athens has no choice but to 
develop underground. We have 
made a proposal to unify all 
archaeological areas with bridges 
and subways so tourists could 
actually walk from one site to 
another without going on the 
streets,” Skalaios said. 

A city plan drawn up under 
Man os when he was a conserva- 
tive city planning minister in the 
1970s was acclaimed by experts 
for effectively decentralising 
Athens. But the socialists who 
came to power in 1981 decided to 
start again. 

“They overturned everything. 
It was a colossal mistake to stop 
and redesign from scratch. It's 
like bringing in new architects 
while you are building your 
house; the house never finishes.” 
Man os said. 

“The lack of a permanent plan 
results in this chaos we have 
here,” he said. 
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Water... immigration 
and emigration 


By Dr. Abdul Rahim Malhas 

IN THE Arab World, when a 
minor problem occurs, people get 
concerned. They talk about it, 
flood the newspapers with perti- 
nent articles, call for a grand 
conference to discuss h, and occa- 
sionally take action. This was 
recently demonstrated when the 
nation got busy deciding who 
should comb the hair of whom! 

However, when an impending 
disaster of great magnitude 
threatens to change the basics of 
our lives, the fate of our children, 
and the essence of our existence, 
we suddenly become mute, and 
do not evolve to the expected 
degree of involvement nor the 
necessary level of concern. 

This pathologic imbalance in 
the choice of mental preoccupa- 
tion is practised by the ordinary 
citizen, and astonishingly, by the 
responsible Jordanians sitting in 
the legislative and the executive 
armochairs. Session after par- 
liamentary session of heated de- 
bate are easily devoted to a minor 
problem such as — bow to retire 
a high official — while the more 
important and vital issue of water 
shortage is being ignored! 

Expert reports draw attention 
to the gravity of the problem as it 
was proven beyond any doubt 
that there is going to be real and 
actual threat of water shortage in 
this region in the very near future. 
They also point to its complexity, 
being closely related to politics, 
health, war, dignity, land, peo- 
ple, food, freedom, and security. 
To frame the gloomy picture, 
some of these reports remind the 
reader that history books contain 
vivid examples of nations that 
were washed away as their water 
resources dried up. 

The implications of water shor- 
tages are. to say the least, ex- 
tremely frightening. By its na- 
ture, water is an essential ingre- 
dient of most, if not all, vital 
aspects and activities of our life. 
Under a certain critical level, 
water shortage can seriously al- 
ter agriculture, industry, energy 
and personal functions. Charac- 


teristically, water dries up gra- 
dually. but one feels its absence 
suddenly, because habits do not 
change with the water level in the 
reservoir. Due to that, manage- 
able water shortages can sudden- 
ly change into unmanageable wa- 
ter absence, and a state of accept- 
able worry can swiftly change into 
a chaotic state of fear and panic. 

Although water shortages seem 
to be an international problem, the 
picture is rather different in our 
region. No doubt we face peculiar 
challenges with diferent connota- 
tions. Active desertatkn, unreple- 
nished deep and surface aquifers, 
inadequate reservation, ineffi- 
cient recycling, abuse and misuse, 
and a tireless enemey who serves 
more than one purpose stealing 
available water resources, make 
our kind of problem particularly 
thorny. But what makes it parti- 
cularly dangerous and extremely 
frightening is this obvious selfish, 
negligent and fatalistic attitude 
we cany when dealing with it. To 
those who believe that God can 
solve all our problems, the recent 
Iran earthquake and the Saudi 
tunnel disaster prove that we 
should help. 

The comprehension and man- 
agement of water problems are 
uniquely different from other 
problems facing the nation. The 
difference between food shor- 
tages and water shortages for 
example is like the difference 
between hunger and thirst: one 
can be tolerated and the other 
cannot. One can wait, but the 
other is always urgent. That is 
why water shortages should be 
treated as a preventable threat, 
and not as treatable disaster. 

If this urgent and vital issue is 
not number one on our list of 
national priorities, and if it is not 
felly investigated and thoroughly 
understood, we may be late. If 
new national laws governing its 
collection, storage, distribution 
and abuse are not formulated 
now, time may soon come when 
our worries will shift from the 
immigration of Jews to emigra- 
tion of Jordanians. 
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— taking the 
to find alternatives 


How far can global unemploy- 
ment be eased through a strategy 
of promoting setf-employment? 
Nearly 1,000 million persons are 
already self-employed and the 
issue facing policy-makers and 
planners is whether it is feasible 
or dirirabie to rely on self- 
employment to absorb more of 
the world’s steadily swelling 
labour force. . 

Nearly half of hte labour force 
in tow-in-come countries is self- 
employed on average, about a 
quarter in middle income coun- 
tries, and a low 9 per 'cent in very 
high income economies- Says a 
just published ILO report; “The 
apparent tendency of self- 
employment to decline wife rising 
income coincides with. a shift of 
the labour force away from agri- 
culture, where setf -employment 

is universa&y more common than 
in iron-agricultural activities.” 
This is- a natural and desirable 
result of over-all modernisation 
«nd economic development. 

But the technological revolu- 


tion and changing work patterns 
rule out any hope of the orga- 
nised industrial sector soaking up 
all fee backlog of the world’s 
unemployed let alone the tens of 
millions of new entrants to fee 
labour force each year. Other 
avenues of employment have to* 
be found. 

Slef-employment is one of 
them. 

hr fee industrialised market 
economy countries alone, there 
are some 28 million self- 
employed in fee urban areas and 
at least another 5 mSfiou unpaid 
family workers. In fee developing 
countries over 100 million are 
self-employed in fee urban areas 
in addition to 33 mfifion unpaid 
family workers. Even in fee in- 
dustrialised centrally planned 
economy co u n tri es, there are an 
estimated 1.2 million self- 
employed urban workers and an 
additional 300,000 unpaid family 
workers. 

Growth of self-employment in 
fee industrial and service sectors 


of market economy developed 
countries tends to be linked to the 
levels of unemployment. Self- 
employment is increasing where 
unemployment is high and 
alternatives limited. 

Ideally, self-employment can 
provide a person wife consider- 
able autonomy, a chance to real- 
ise his or her potential and to be 
rewarded in proportion to the 
effort expended, the risks taken 
and the savings invested. But fra 
some workers, it represents no 
more than survival activity on the 
fringes of society. 

The world is entering die 1990s 
wife no solutions in right to fee 
major problems of growth, trade 
imbalances, debt servicing and 
economic stabilty. And there is 
dndlhisionnieut with centralised 
planning and the public sector as 
instrument for promoting giowtli. 
There are however high expecta- 
tions across the globe of what can 
be achieved by a greater refiance 
on individaal initiative. 


These expectation can be real- 
ised to some extent by encourag- 
ing self-employment in new sec- 
tors of economic activity. The 
self-employed have so far tended 
to concentrate in one or two 
economic sectors, sometimes to 
the point of saturation. Methodo- 
logies are needed to identify new 
sectors wife Ugh growth potential 
for self-employment 

It is fundamentally important 
to ensure that self-employment is 
both productive and freely 
chosen, says the report In other 
words, self-employment should 
be promoted only where it meets • 
minimum standards and is econo- 
mically viable. 

The report spells out the para- 
meters of a disirable policy to- 
wards setf-employment thus: an. 
economic and employment policy 
which does not discriminate be* 
tween self-employment and other 
forms of employment; a selective 
promotional policy which offsets 
existing distortions and biases 


feat cannot bo removed and 
screens out, and eliminates where 
necessary, unproductive and un- 
desirable forms of self- 
employment; a social policy 
which ensure equality of treat- 
ment and of access to basic social 
protection of fee setf employed 
and wage-employees; and fee de- 
velopment of organisation and 
networks which serve the collec- 
tive interests of the self- — 
employed. 

Social protection most also be *~ 
provided. The changing nature “ 
and structure of employment 
dearly calls for adaptation of 
social security benefits originally 
concaved for employees in fuB- 
time regular employment, the re- 
port says. 

To achieve profound and dur- 
able improvements in the lot of 
fee poorer and more vulnerable 
workers, organisation and group 
formation among workers includ- 
ing fee self-employed is needed — 
ILO. 
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THE PROFESSIONALS 

always choose 

the RELIABLE 


PACfONG. An FREIGHT 
FORWARDING, DOOB-to 

door Services and 

DELIVERIES . CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE , TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 


AMIN KAWARASONS 

60*1676 604696 ^ 
P.O.BOX 7806 



The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

IS! Circle, Jatal Amman, near 
Ahtiyyah Girls School 


ypen daily 12.-00-330 p.m. 
7:00 p.m.-Midmght 

Tel. 638968 




CROWN 
INTL EST. I 

packing, shipping. | 
forwarding, storaging. 
clearing, door-to-door 



it 

MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 

The only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman. 

Chinese Flaming pot is available 

IUtre«ymatNi 

Open daily 12:00 - 15-W 
18:00-23:30 

Wadi Saqra Road -near Traffic 
Bridge 

Arman. Jordan 

Tel: 681922 / 


\ 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room..! 


IIAIkOTEL 

ri^flllla 


Amman -Tel. 668193 
P.O. Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 


' CHEN’S v 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
State, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Bsrbftquefor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

\ 6:30 - Midnight y 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
I Hour Services 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 


JUMBO photo 
30 % 


From motorf* 
20 x 30 on 


Shroetsani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieb tel: 823891 


f Jc 
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oUpJl 
UNIVERSAL 
SPECIALISED 
SERVICES EST. 


Specialists in Packing 

Air & Sea freight forwarding 

Storage & insurance 
Nouse - hold effects Insured 
by Jordan French Insurance Co. 
Valuable , Commodities 

Ptaese cafl Tel: 610041 
P.O.Box 6408 Amman. 

1* Orel* Jab* Amman 


Saudi Real Estate 


#1 


QQ 


£QQ 


Real Estate 
Agency 
In Town 

Rental Dept 
Call Soha 687821/22 


FIRST CLASS INDIAN 



Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

Open Daily 12.30-&30 pm 
7.30-11,30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 
Ibwards 3rd circle 


Tel: 659519 659520 


EASTERN 


PACKING 

DOOR-TO-DOOR SERVICES. 
INTERNATIONAL FORWARDING 
AIR <5: SEA FREIGHT 


TEL : 621 775 FAX : 656 270 
TLX : 23 0 23 POB : 815 408 
amman-jordan 


// 
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TheRej&ncyFhhce Motet 


LOBBY LOUNGE 

^S^ABEEL 

ENTERTAINMENT 




* 




SL 


s. Here 
* Now 


The Minaret 

REAL ESTATE 


“R” 

us 


Just Cal Us. 


Sales Dept. 833479 ^ 
Rental Dept. 833478 (« 



Dine & Dance 
Nightly to Live 
Entertainment 
Variety of 
Music 


Res:GBS121 


BELLY DANCIN6 




AUTHENTIC 

CHINESE CUISINE 

elegant 

colorful atmosphere 

moderate prices 

shemisani_tel :b60250 
(closed on mondays) 



Admiral 

Home Appliances 
duty Free is available 

• Freezers 

• Refrigerators 

• Washers-Gas Ranges 


Wafa Dajani &Sons Co. 


Makeh Street -Tel 824658 
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Lemond close 
to Chiappucci 


LUZ ARDIDEN, France (AP) 
— Two-time and defending 
champion Greg Lemond moved 
with in five seconds of overall 
Tour de France leader Claudio 
Chiappucci Tuesday, finishing 
second, six second behind Miguel 
Indirr ain in the 16th stage and 
gaining two minutes and 19 
seconds on the Italian leader. 

Lemond, of the United States, 
and Indurain, of Spain, pulled 
away from die field with Marino 
Lejarreta of Spain in the final 
seven kilometres on the climb up 
the 1,715-metre Luz Ardiden 
Peak, the last of three first categ- 
ory or out of category climbs. 

Lejarreta fell off the pace with 
two kilometres remaining and In- 
durain outlasted Lemond in the 
final 400 metres, finishing the 
215-kilometre leg from Blagnac 
to Luz Arididen, the longest of 
the 21-stage tour, in seven hours, 
four minutes, and 38 seconds. 

Lemond was not disappointed 
to finish second. 

“In fact it's very good that I 
didn’t get the yellow jersey to- 
day," he said. “Chiappucci still 
has tbe pressure because be 
knows I am only five seconds 


behind." 

Chiappucci finished 14th in the 
stage, 2:25 behind Indurain and 
2:19 behind Lemond, enabling 
him to wear the yellow jersey of 
the overall leader for at least one 
more day. 

The 21-stage tour ends Sunday 
on the Champs Etysees in Paris. 

Chiappucci beaded the pack 
during the first half of the final 
climb, as others waited to see if 
the Italian could last. Fabio Parra 
of Colombia decided to attack 
and Lemond followed, taking tbe 
lead. Only Indurain and Lejarre- 
ta responded as the trio moved 
away from the others. 

Lejarreta finished third, 15 
seconds back while Spaniard 
Miguel Marti nez-To nr cs was 
fourth, 59 seconds off the lead 
pace. 

Pedro Delgado, Lemond’s 
main rival, finished eighth, 1:38 
behind and moved up to third, 
3:42 behind Chiappucci, 3:37 be- 
hind Lemond. 

Eric Breukink of the Nether- 
lands, was second entering tbe 
day, finished 22nd, 4:22 behind 
.Indurain, and fell to fourth, los- 
ing 1:57 to Chiappucci and now 
trails the overall leader by 3:49. 





UAE coach not to renew contract 


ABU DHABI, UAE (AP) — 
Carlos Alberto Parreira of Brazil, 
who trained the national soccer 
squad for its World Cup debut, 
has turned down extending his 
contract, the football association 
announced Tuesday. __ 

Parreira cited personal reasons 
for not staying on. 

He is reported to be one of the 
frontrunners to take over as Bra- 
zil's national coach following the 
resignation of Sebastian 
Lazaroni. 

The association was repotted 
to have paid Parreira $100,000 for 
a three-month contract in April 
to sharpem up tbe United Arab 
Emirates team, all amateurs, af- 
ter they qualified for tbe World 


Cup finals played last month. 

The team's two previous 
coaches, Mario Zagalo of Brazil 
and Bernard Blautt of Poland, 
were either sacked or quit in the 
runup to the finals. 

The UAE lost all three first 
round games in Group D to West 
Germany, the eventual cham- 
pions, Yugoslavia and Colombia. 

But the squad, and Parreira, 
were hailed as heroes when they 
returned home. Tbe player who 
scored the country’s first goal in 
the finals, Rh*Kd Ismail, was 
promised a Rolls Royce by a local 
businessman. 

Parreira has coached the 
Kuwaiti and Saudi Arabian 
national teams and trained die 


First Soviet plane arrives in 
Seattle for Goodwill Games 


SEATTLE (AP) — The first 
plane carrying Soviet athletes for 
the Goodwill Games has arrived 
while officials fine-tuned security 
precautions for the two-week 
event and tried not to be too 
“overbearing.” 

The first Aeroflot plane landed 
shortly before 0100 GMT 
Tuesday. 

The first plane carried 129 
athletes, a parachutist who will 
participate in Saturday’s opening 
ceremonies, a teen-ager bound 
for American medical treatment 
and his mother, games spokes- 
man Steve Smith said. 

The arrival of a second plane, 
originally expected Monday 
night, has been postponed. Smith 
said. That plane will carry 132 
athletes, phis 55 other Soviet 
visitors who would be hosted in 
local homes. The athletes will 
stay at an athletes’ village at the 
University of Washington. 


Both jlanes were flying from 
Moscow via Munnahsk, Smith 
said. 

AU told, more than 2,000 
Soviet athletes, citizens and 
several Soviet officials are ex- 
pected to come to Seattle on 29 
Aeroflot charters for the Olym- 
pic-style games, which begin Fri- 
day and run through Aug. 5. 

Port of Seattle police instituted 
extra security at airport last 
Wednesday for the duration of 
the games. But Captain John 
Holman said officials were trying 
to keep it as low-key as possible. 

The Soviets will ride an airport 
subway and claim their baggage 
like all other passengers, 
although athletes will then be. 
diverted into a separate, secured 
building next to the main termin- 
al, Holman said. 

“There will be quite a few 
plainclothes as well as uniformed 


Italy’s Gianni Bagno (right) beats American Greg Lemond to rin the 
11th stage of the Tour de France 


U.S. court 
upholds 
Shaw’s 
contract 
with Celtics 

BOSTON (AP) — The Boston 
Celtics won another round in 
their battle with Brian Shaw 
when a U.S. appeals court ruled 
in favour of the National Basket- 
ball Association team in a con- 
tract dispute with the guard. 

The court in Boston Monday 
affirmed a lower court decision 
that Shaw must terminate his 
contract with II Mcssaggero, an 
Italian team. 

The agent for Shaw, who 
signed a five-year, $6.2 million 
contract with the Celtics mi Jan. 
26, sent the Celtics a letter on 
June 6 saying he intended to 
honour the second year of his 
^contract with B Messaggero. 

U.S. district court Judge A. 
David Mazzone ruled on June 27 
that Shaw must honour his Celtics 
contract and terminate the two- 
year, $1.7 million deal be signed 
with D Messaggero Last August 

The appeals court heard argu- 
ments in tbe case last Wednes- 
day, and agreed with Mazzone’s 
decision in a ruling issued 
Monday. 

“We have examined the 
arbitration award, the district 
court’s determination, the briefs 
and the record. We conclude that 
the district court’s decision is 
lawful, and we affirm it,” tbe 
Appeals Court ruled. 


UAE team between 1984 and 
1988. 

The UAE Football Association 
was reported to be considering 
bringing back foreign profession- 
als into die national league and 
has appointed a committee to 
study the proposal. 

There are no foreign profes- 
sionals playing in die country al 
present. The (UAE) Football 
Association banned them in 1982. 

In the past, professionals from 
Brazil and African countries play- 
ed for first division dubs in the 
UAE, which has a large soccer 
following. 

Lifting the ban will be in line 
with die association's efforts to 
improve the standard of the 
game. 


officers in the area,” be said. 
“We’re trying to provide as good 
a balance as possible in providing 
security and not being over- 
bearing^ 

“We really want them to see 
America and not an armed secur- 
ity camp.” 

In the past few weeks police 
also acquired a 200-pound, 
$80,000 robot called the Andros 
Mark VI, capable of handling 
bombs and wielding a laser- 
guided 12-gaugc shotgun, a water 
cannpn aifo yidco cameras. 

The games are expected to 
bring 2,500 athletes from 50 coun- 
tries and an estimated 60,000 
ont-of-5tate visitors to 
Washington. 

Tbe games, first held in Mos- 
cow in 1986 as the brainchild of 
television entrepreneur Ted Tur- 
ner,, will feature 21 events. 


New England manager pledges 
to boot out the old methods 


LONDON (AP) — Graham 
Taylor breezed into England's 
soccer headquarters as the 
national team’s new manager, 
pledging to eradicate the coun- 
try’s staid, traditional coaching 
methods out of his office. 

He promised to wear a track- 
suit rather than a shirt and tie and 
suggested the unprecedented tac- 
tic of taking coaching sessions at 
England's major dubs as part of 
his team-building plan. 

And following England’s semi- 
final appearance in the World 
Cup in Italy, Taylor said Iris 
target was to win the trophy in 
the United States in 1994. 

Taylor, 45, succeeds Bobby 
Robson, who ended an eight-year 


reign with the World Cup semi- 
final loss to West Germany. Rob- 
son, who was told by English 
Football Association officials he 
was not wanted anymore, will 
take over PSV Eindhoven in the 
Dutch League this season. 

Despite never having won a 
major title, Taylor signed a four- 
year contract with tbe English 
FA, but neither ride released 
dollar figures. Some British news- 
paper reports assessed it at 
$270,000 a year. 

Taylor comes to the national 
team after coaching Aston Villa 
from the Second Divirion three 
yean ago to second place behind 
Liverpool in tbe First Division 
this past season. 


He said be could not under- 
stand why previous England man- 
agers complained that dob com- 
mitments restricted tbe national 
team tr> s umm oning players once 
every three months. 

“If the players can’t come to 
you, you have to go to them,” he 
said. “I don’t think by going on a 
Saturday and watching players' 
play and trying to have a word 
with managers afterwards is the 
best way to keep in touch. 

“What l would like to be able 
to do is say. ‘Can I come to 
training and can I take a session?’ 
in that way I will keep my track- 
suit on." 


Stars turn out for European 
Summer Special Olympics Games 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
As the final preparations are 
made for the opening ceremonies 
of Jibe -European Summer Special 
Olympics Games at Celtic Park; 
Glasgow onJuly 21, an incredible 
fine up of politicians, heads of 
states and celebrities have con- 
firmed their attendance. 

Honorary patron of the games 
is the duke of Edinburgh, who 
will attend the opening cere- 
monies and declare tbe games' 
open. There are an additional 
seven represe n tatives of heads of 
states and other dignitaries. 

From the entertainment world, 


Arnold Schwarzenegger is taking 
time out from Iris latest film to 
attend the games. Don Johnson 
and his wife Melanie Griffiths will 
be flying in from tbe Riviera and 
Lisa Stansfield, Wet Wet Wet, 
Taylor Dayne, Patti Austin, Lulu 
and Gary Gbfter will be perform- 
ing in the opening ceremonies 
entertainment. 

The sports world will be repre- 
sented by David Wilkie, Tessa 
Sanderson, Frank Bnmo, Carlos 
Lopes, Duncan Goodhew, and a 
yet undisclosed American sport- 
ing hero. 

Representing Special Olympics 


jhitonational will be the founder 
of the Special Olympics Orga- 
nisation. Eunice Kennedy Shriv- 
er, who will be attending just 
after the celebrations for her 
mother. Rose Kennedy’s 100th 
birthday. 

The opening ceremonies of the 
1990 European Rummer Special 
Olympics Games is produced by 
Special Olympics productions. 

BBC TV is filming the event 
for a 50 minute programme which 
will be broadcast on Sunday July 
22 in Britain, and later across 
Europe. 


Milla 
refuses 
to play in 
France 
again 

BRUSSELS (R) — Roger Milla, 
the 38-year-old hero of Came- 
ioun’s World Cup team, says he 
wants to play soccer professional- 
ly again but would never return to 
France. 

“I don’t want to play with the 
French any more. All through my 
career they have exploited me,” 
the Belgian daily newspaper La 
Libre Belgique quoted him as 
saying Tuesday. 

“They never showed me the 
least respect. I had to wait until 
tbe outcome of the World Cup 
before I was invited to appear on 
French television, lari: Sunday. 
It’s disgusting,” he said. 

Milla, whose four goals helped 
Cameroon become the first Afri- 
can team to reach the World Cup 
quarter-finals, played with five 
French dubs up to tbe end of the 
1988-89 season. 

He then went into semi-retire- 
ment and played with amateur 
dub St. Pierre on the French 
Indian Ocean island of La 
Reunion. 

His s u rp ri sing outburst went 
against his remarks in Italy in 
which be said be would be happy 
to play in France again. 

“If someone in France wants 
me, Ffl be glad to offer my 
services, ” he had told reporters in 
Bari last month. 

Milla added to conftaion sur- 
rounding Iris future by telling tbe 
newspaper be was keen to join a 
Belgian dub. 

“If I can give a Belgian dub the 
benefit of my opportunism, on 
attractive conditions, Fm -all for 
them,” he said. 


England to meet the Lions of Cameroun 

LONDON (Agencies) — Cameroon, heroes of the recent World 
Cup, will have a chance to avenge their quarter-final defeat when 
they meet England in a friendly match early next year. The two 
teams have lined up a provisional match at London's Wembley 
stadium on Feb. 6. Newly-crowned World Cup champion West 
Germany and losing finalist Argentina have also been invited to 
play England in exhibition games at Wembley. Argentina, which 
lost 1-0 to West Germany in the World Cup final, was invited to 
play England and the Soviet Union in a three-team tournament at 
Wembley May 21 and 26. And the officials said the West 
Germans were slated to face England Sept. 11, 1991 in arematdi 
of the World Cup semifinal that the Germans won on a penalty 
shootout. 

Soccer laws to change on July 29 

ZURICH (R) — Changes to the laws of soccer, inducting an 
amendment to the offside rule and a damp do wn on violent play, 
will oome into effect on July 29, the International Football 
Federation (FIFA) said Tuesday. Under the new laws, agreed by 
FIFA’s rule-making body during the Italy World Cup finals, 
forwards in fine with the lari but one defender will no longer be 
deemed offside. Referees will be compelled to send off players 
who commit so-called professional fouls or tackle from behind. 
All players in all competitions will -also be obliged to wear 
shinguards as standard equipment. FIFA originally said the rule 
changes would come into effect at tbe start of the next soccer 
season in each member country. 

Olympiakos sign Soviet soccer stars 

ATHENS (R) — Top Greek soccer dub Olympiakos Piraeus said 
Tuesday they had signed three Soviet players, including World 
Cup stars Oleg Protasov and Igor Dobrovolsky. Tbe Greek cup 
holders also signed striker Yuri Savicev from Torpedo Moscow. 
The dub gave no finandal details. Protasov, 26, was signed from 
Dynamo Kiev and played in both tbe last two World Cups. In 
1985 he broke the Soviet goalscoring record with 35 goals in 34 
league matches. Midfielder Dobrovolsky, a rising star interna- 
tionally and with Dynamo Moscow, will replace Hungary’s Lajos 
Detari who has tr an sferred to Bologna in the Italian First 
Division. Detari was Olympiakos’s only foreign player last 
season. "We bought the best players in the Soviet market. Now 
Olympiakos will be able to challenge any team,” tbe chib’s owner 
Argyris Satiarehs told reporters. 

Corinthians extend unbeaten run 

RIO DE JANEIRO (R) — Midfielder Neto, controversially 
omitted from Brazil’s World Cup squad, scored the opening goal 
despite a swollen ankle as Corinthians beat Santos 3-1 Sunday. 
Neto was taken off in a stretcher two minutes before the close but 
Corinthians had already sealed the match to extend their 
unbeaten run to 27 games. They now share the lead of the Red 
Group in the Sao Paulo state championship with Bragantino, who 
have a game in band. The blade group is led by Palmdras who had 
a lucky 1-1 draw with Guarani Sunday. In the Brazil Cup, a 
knockout competition played between the winners of last year’s 
state championships, Botafogo were surprisingly eliminated by 
Bahia. The Rio dub could manage only a 1-1 draw at home after 
having lost the away leg 1-0. Flamengo drew 1-1 with Taguatinga 
of Brasilia, having won the first leg 2-0, and Atletico Mineiro of 
Minas Gerais overcame Rio Negro 2-0 thanks mainly to an 
inspired performance from veteran Eder who starred in Brazil’s 
Vqrld Jpup^ team. - ‘ 

Female cox condemns rowing rule 

LONDON (R) — A 22-year-old Englishwoman is to complain to 
the world rowing body FISA about a rule that bars women from 
coxing male crews in international events. Bryony Carpenter, 
who hoped to cox for Britain in the under-23 World Rowing 
Championships in Austria in two weeks time, said the rule was 
“blatant discrimination” against women. “I certainly plan to 
complain to FISA. I wifl even take it to the European court if 
necessary,” said Carpenter, who is allowed under British rules to 
cox male crews. FISA Technical Committee member Mike 
Sweeney said: “Crews do prefer female coxes because they are 
lighter, but if the rules were changed it would be the end of male 
coxes in international competitions.” 

Former Spain soccer manager dies 

MADRID (R) — Former Spanish soccer team manager Miguel 
Munoz, who was a distinguished player with Real Madrid in the 
1950s, died Monday at the age of 68. Munoz, national manager 
from 1981 to 1988, (tied in a Madrid hospital from complications 
resulting from a haemorrhage. Under Munoz, Spain readied the 
World Cup quarter-finals in Mexico in 1986. But die team then 
went into decline and Munoz was replaced by the present 
manager, Luis Suarez, in September 1988. Munoz was a member 
of the Real Madrid side who won the European Cup four times in 
succession in die 1950s. He woo the trophy twice more during his 
time as manager of the team between 1960 and 1974. With Munoz 
as manager. Real Madrid won a record five consecutive league 
tides from 1961-65 and won the championship a further four 
times, in 1967, 1968, 1969 and 1972. As a midfield player, Munoz 
won seven caps for Spain, making his debut in June 1948 against 
Switzerland. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
A TANNAH HIRSCH 
C 1 B 60 TftbUM IMIa SonriCM, Me. 


Both vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 

* 93 2 
V 8 

0 A Q 8 7 5 

* K 10 9 8 

WEST EAST 

4KQ 10 87 4 A 6 

V 3 6 3 9 10 4 

0 K J 6 0 10 432 

* Q5 *78432 

SOUTH 

* J54 

9 AKQ9752 
0 9 

* A J 

Tie bidding: 

Sooth West North East 

1 V 1 * DU Pass 

4 Pass Pass Pass 

Opening lead: King of * 

When we were learning the game, 
we were told there are some things 
you “never” do. As we grew older, 
we found that what you should do is 
remove the use of die words “nev- 
er" and “always” from ytair bridge 
vocabulary. * 

North's double of one spade was 
“negative,” i.e, a takeout for the 
unbid suits. With interest in one 
suit, and only one, and right tricks 
in hand, the vulnerable game was a 
reasonable shot and South took it. 

West led the king of spades. But 
overtook with the ace and returned 


FIND THE SETTING TRICK 

«ith <i«ik a West cashed a third spade 

trickto complete tbe defensive 


book. On this crick East discarded a 
low diamond. West shifted to the 
queen of dubs and, when trumps 
were no worse than .3-2, declarer 
had the rest of the tricks. 

East would have done better to 
discard a low dub rather than a 
diamond, to deny any interest in 
that suit, bur West must shoulder 
the blame for not defeating the. 
hand. Since South had not preempt- 
ed at his opening turn, and bid 
strongly later, it was naive of West 
to think his partner might have the 
ace of dubs. 

With the king of diamonds in- 
front of dummy’s ace-queen, West 
should have realized the defenders 
had no more tricks coming to them 
in the plain, suits. If the contract 
could be defeated, the setting trick 
would have to come from the trumff 
suit. 

The only hope was that East held 
the ten of hearts and it could be used 
to uppercut declarer. West should 
have continued with a fourth round 
of spades and East can complete a 
winning defense by. ruffing with tbe 
ten. That forces declarer to overoff 
with an honor and the jack of 
tramps is promoted to the setting 
trick. 


HOROSCOPE 

. : FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY JULY -18, 1998 - 

ay Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer. Carrott Rightor Faunfaton 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
■ Good day to think about what you 
wanttouccompfiah in the immedi- 
ate fixture and for making initial 
pbufo that you can absorb the 
things you want with far less effort 

and trouble. 

AWES* (Man* 21 to April 19) 
Yom: outside occupational activi- 
ties are important today and you 
must make sure you understand 
exactly what any influential person 
wants, 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
You have a new interest , of a 
practical nature that requins more 
than avenge investigation to arrive 
at correct assessment of facts and 
figures involved. 

GEMINI: (May 21' to Tune 21) Be 
sure you. include exactly correct 
amount! in any invoices or pay- 
ments since errors in such matters 
will be rife today and care is 
needed. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) A public matter of interest 
to yon has a number of factors chac 
are not. obvious and you need to 
study tfaenL.out to get the right 
understanding. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) It 
seem difficult to get your work, to 
go along smoothly now so take 
sufficient time to more properly 
organise your hours, energies, 
effort. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) You need to ask several times 
what the actual cost is of some 


pleasures you want before you 
settle on coomrimncnt, thea avoid 
heavy expense-. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October - 
22) Don’t judge anyonc_or *ny- 
thing at your home too quickly as 
there are dreranstances that, have 
.sot come to light and tbcscwill 
cha ng e the . picture. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Take some time out to 
know exactly whereyou -stand in 
any and every fina n cial or property, 
matter and do nothing tognre a 
businessman - the wrong, -im- 
pression.- • - 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Whatever youwant 

to do be sore its wbalyoa fcaw in 
min d for sometime to come for-h 
will, not turn our exactly' as. you 
' anticipated. ' - ' ■' - 

CAPRICORN: (December .22. to 
.January 20), Your awn ideas-are 
apt to be a little off due to . some 
fo rmation or lack of kDOW- 
ledge so proceed slowly witii what- 
ever project you. are pasting. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21toFebm- 
ary 19) You have a private ooocem 
that requires very careful hancBmg - 
if you are to kei^-ftos trying to 
solve in - what ' appeals a . logical 
manner. - "• 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20)rKeep your plan of. action' dear- 
in going after' a personal goal or 
you find you have wandering, far 
away from your original aim, need 
to start over. 



Now arrange the circled lettars to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon.. 


Rfrrt answer here: “ CXX^ THE 


Yesterday's 


(A nsw er s tomorrow) 

Jumbles: YODEL GAWKY OUTCRY JOYOUS 
Answer Put this on a home that's expected to win— 

. A GOOD JOCKEY .. 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Deep cut 
5 Heliacal 
10 Resorts 

14 Indian city 

15 Actress Papas 

16 The least bit 

17 Rock hounds 

19 Verdi heroine 

20 Dials a TV 

21 Popgun bullet 
23 — Mateo 

26 Wire: abbr. 

27 Let loose 

28 Grand — , WA 

30 Hater 

31 Aba lone 

32 Actualities 

33 Mound stat 

36 Lift man 

37 Tears apart 

38 Broadway 
bust 

39 — de deux 

40 Fulcrum bar 

41 Partita 

42 Winless 
racehorse 

44 Body muscle 

45 Casanova 

47 Works ol 
beauty 

48 Have a go at-. 

49 Nubby fabric - 

50 Lessen 

52 Premium on 
money 
exchange 
53- Bartender 

58 Brouhaha 

59 Wear down ' 

60 Lively joy 

61 Head: Fr. 

62 Gift recipient 

63 Card game 

DOWN 

1 One- liner 

2 Iron 

3 Theater sign 

4 Sentry word 

5 Party to an 
agreement 

8 Bay window 

7 Minus 

8 Pest 

9 Thinks wall ol 



sorvlc— ■ tnc. 

All Mghti Htstnan 


10 Meadows 
1*1 Stamp fancier 

12 Helpers - 

13 Sal forth 
18 Exterior * 

22 Ivy Leaguers 

23 News 
exclusive 

24* Main artery 
2S Money 
collector 
27 Indy 
entrant 

29 Guitarist Paul 

30 Shiny black 
32 Certain bill 

34 Whlriybird’s 
whlrler 

35 Silly trick 

37 Rescued 

38 Jollity 

40 Draw 

41 Imbroglio 

43 Songlike 

44 Kerry county 

45 Wlllness . - - 


VwterAif's Pinto Sotvafc 


oKHS nrnin^.! 

HnS n !l0HG n rannrfkiii 
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c«w . <DU,a ' 6T 
47 Domicile'. 

SO Nerve fiber 
part 
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Egypt stands at crossroads 


MINERALNYE YODY, Soviet 
Union (R) — Soviet . President 
Miihail Gorbachev said Monday 
Moscow wanted to reschedule 
some debt .oq better terms be- 
cause of the difficulties it was 
having in reforming its economy. • 

Gorbachev told journalists at 
the end of his two-day talks with 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl that be 
did not want a Western aid pack- 
age the West German leader sup- 
ported to be a “hand-out or a 
favour." 

“We. want to make very deep 
changes.” he said, in reference to 
the economic reform plan Bonn 
officials expected him to draw up 
by October. 

“The issue is only prolon g in g 
the repayment of our debts a bit 
at more suitable conditions,” he 
said. 

Gorbachev did not mention 
any figures, for the amount of 
debt he wanted rescheduled. 

According to Deutsche Bank, 
Moscow is 1.5 billion marks ($940 


CAIRO (R) — Debt-Straddled 
Egypt feces critical decisions in 
the next few months on how to 
tackle id worsening fina n ce s . 

Foreign debt is around $50 
billion, the budget defeat is at 
least, eight per cent of gross 
domestic product and banks hav e 
refused to lend the government 
new funds. 

To add to its woes Egypt feces 
a cut-off did from its most impor- 
tant donors — the United States 
and France. 

“We've been hearing for 20 
years that Egypt had reached the 
end of its rope, but something 
always came along to save it,” 
said an Egyptian economist. 
“This time I can't see anything 
coming along." 

Egypt has turned to the Inter- 
national Monetary Fund (IMF), 
though for more than two years 
Cairo has been resisting the im- 
plementation of its bitter auster- 
ity medicine for fear of social 
unrest, like that of the late *70s 
when riots erupted after food 
subsidies were briefly removed. 

Western economists say the 
crunch could come in the next 
few months when Egypt must 
make a series of heavy payments 
on its military and economic debt 
to the United States or risk being 
cut off from $2.3 trillion a year in 


U.S. aid. 

Under fee U.S. Brook amend- 
ment fresh aid is suspended to 
countries more than a year be- 
hind cm debt repayments. 

In September, Egypt must pay 
more than 5140 million for an 
instalment that came due a year 
agp, according to Western eco- 
nomists. 

It is the biggest payment due 
since the Brook amendment 
started to bite in Egypt last 
November. Further substantial, 
though smaller, payments are due 
in October. November and De- 
cember. 

Egypt's second biggest credi- 
tor, Fiance, has also threatened 
to cat off aid if debt repayments 
of around $150 to $200 million a 
year are not met, economists say. 

Economists speculate feat a 
sharp rise in Arab aid, which 
virtually dried up after Egypt 
signed a peace treaty with Israel 
in 1979, may have helped stave 
off an earlier crisis. 

Loans from a group of seven 
Arab and Islamic donors shot up 
to $400 million in 1989 from $36 
million in 1988, according to fi- 
gures published by the donors, 
and this year could go even high- 
er. Last month Saudi Arabia don- 
ated 200,000 tonnes of wheat. 

The financing from the Arab 
states resulted from Egypt’s read- 


mission into the Arab fold after 
years in fee wilderness following 
its 1979 peace pact with Israel. 

An agreement with the IMF 
would lead to the rescheduling of 
part of Egypt's debt to govern- 
ment creditors. 

The IMF and fee World Bank 
have been trying to persuade 
Egypt to take painful steps to 
straighten out its finances and to 
shift more to the private sector. 

Western economists said Egypt 
made progress in IMF talks late 
last month. In the last few months 
Cairo has sharply raised prices on 
basic consumer commodities sub- 
sidised by fee state. 

But economists say fee IMF 
would like Cairo to raise energy 
prices towards world levels to 
help reduce fee budget deficit. 

An initial $300 million structu- 
ral adjustment loan from the 
World Bank is contingent on an 
IMF agreement being signed, 
with more fluids to follow. 

Diplomats say Egypt is hoping 
Paris, London and Washington 
will pull strings to help in its 
dealings wife fee IMF. 

“But it seems it won't work this 
tune. There is real coordination 
between donors... you really feel 
it. They have come to realise that 
in this case fee more you help the 
more you hurt," said an Egyptian 
economist. 


U.S. hikes budget deficit forecast 


3.8 trillion marks ($2.4 billion) 
late on total Western debt. 

Bonn guaranteed a five billion 
mark ($3 billion) credit to Moscow 
last month to help it meet pay- 
ment deadlines, to West German 
firms. 

According to Bonn officials, 
Gorbacbev said the Soviet eco- 
nomy was suffering heavily from 
fee drop in world prices for oil, 
one of its main export commod- 
ities. 

He told fee visiting West Ger- 
mans that fee 1986 Chernobyl 
nuclear accident had cost fee 
Soviet economy 15 billion roubles 
($24 trillion) while the 1979-1988 
war in Afghanistan had eaten up 
six to seven bfifion roubles ($9.7- 
$11.3 billion), they said. 

Even Gorbachev’s unpopular 
anti-alcohol campaign, which he 
introduced soon after taking pow- 
er in 1985, and later relaxed, 
carried a pike tag be declined to 
reveal, they said. . . 

Kohl offered no new funds to 
1 win Soviet acceptance of German 
membership in NATO^^aid fee 
officials, who ask^d, not to be 
named. 

Kohl agreed to help Moscow 
meet the costs of stationing its 
troops in Eastern Germany for 
the next three to four years. 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
White House Monday hiked its 
forecast of next year’s budget 
deficit to $168.8 billion — $231.4 
billion if the cost of bailing out 
fee savings and loan industry is 
included — and warned of devas- 
tating cuts in programmes with- 
out a quick budget compromise 
wife Congress. 

The new estimate was more 
than two-thirds higher than the 
administration’s projection just 
six months ago. 

Airport control towers could 
be dosed, student loans cancel- 
led, food inspections interrupted 
and military forces halved by 
cutting perhaps one minion peo- 
ple as the government budded 
under what could be over $100 
billion in cuts mandated by the 
federal deficit-reduction law, said 
Budget Director Richard 
Darinas. 

It seemed unlikely that Con- 
gress would permit cuts on such a 
huge scale. And White House 
officials conceded feat easing was 
needed in fee deficit-reduction 
law, which mandates spending 
cuts across a broad range of 
programmes if targets for reducing 
federal red ink are not met. 

But administration officials in- 


amman exchange rates 


Tuesday, July 17, 1990 
Central Bank official rates 


U.S. dollar 
Pound Sterling 
Dcuncheroart 




Swiss franc 

467.5 

fie s 

4703 
m y 

Bory 

ScB 

rrencn uW 

Japanese yen (for 100) 

i IX.J 

4483 

4513 

664.0 

668.0 

Dutch gitHHyr 

355.6 

3S7.7 

1194.5 

1201.7 

Swedish crown 

110.9 

111.6 

401.0 

403.4 

Italian lira (for 100) 

543 

55.1 



Belgian franc (for 10) 

195-3 

196.5 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are fee baying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies mid gold against fee dollar at midsession 
on fee London foreign exchange and bullion markets Tuesday. 


One Sterling 
One U.S. dollar 


One ounce of gold 


Cinema 


1.8075.85 

U.S. (foliar 

1.1595/75 

Canadian dollar 

1.6515/20 

Deutschemarks 

1.8620/30 

Dutch guilders 

1.4155/65 

Swiss francs 

34.00/05 

Belgian francs 

5.5340/90 

French francs 

1209/1210 

Italian lire 

148.05/15 

Japanese yen 

5.9725/75 

Swedish crowns 

6.3300/50 

Norwegian crowns 

6.2850/2900 

Danish crowns 

361.00/50 

U.S. dollars 


RAINBOW 


Tel: 625155 


DEADLY PURSUIT 


sisted they would support a 
watering down of the law only if 
coupled wife a $50 billion pack- 
age of spending cuts and new 
taxes. 

Two-month -old “budget sum- 
mit” talks between fee adminis- 
tration and congressional leaders 
on a deficit-reduction package 
have seemed bogged down de- 
spite President George Bush’s 
reversal of his “no new taxes” 
pledge three weeks ago. 

Monday's revised deficit pro- 
jection was up $10 billion from 
fee administration’s informal esti- 
mate just a month ago and up 
sharply from January's $100.5 bil- 
lion estimate. 

The new figures, contained in 
fee administration’s annual 
midyear economic review, are 
based on the economic data feat 
show slower economic growth 
than fee administration expected. 
The White House now projects 
that fee economy will grow by 
only 2.2 per cent this year — 
down from fee 2.6 per cent it 
predicted in January. 

In gloomy remarks that 
appeared directed partly at con- 
gressional budget negotiators, 
Damian spoke of ’’across-the- 
board spending reductions of a 
totally unprecedented size" if the 
$100 billion gap can’t be bridged 
by a budget compromise. 

Added Treasury Secretary 
Nicholas Brady: “This problem is 
serious. The law is fee law. And 
we’re going to obey it. ...this is 


not a political wrestling match.” 

Bush issued a written state- 
ment saying that in light of the 
revised deficit estimate, “it is, 
therefore, all the more important 
feat fee budget summit reach 
agreement promptly and Con- 
gress act responsibly to bring fee 
deficit down.” 

Monday's estimates by the 
White House Office of Manage- 
ment and Budget is fee first 
step toward ordering fee manda- 
tory cuts. 

The deficit-reduction law 
makes these figures fee ones used 
in calculating fee antomatic cuts 
— called a “sequester” by the 
government — to take effect this 
fan. Automatic cuts make up fee 
difference between the actual 
budget deficit each year and fee 
law's steadily declining targets. 


f 4 RENT ' 

'/any villas and apartments 
for rent & sale furnished or 
unfurnished in Abdoun. Urn 
Utheina. Sweifieh and many 
other locations. 

For more details please call 

ABDOUN REAL 


Tal: 

810609,810605 
Pax: 810520 


TFTTJT: 


Deluxe furnished apartment, 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, modern 
Kitchen, L-shaped salon, colour TV, telephone, central heating, 
intercom and video. 

location: Jaba) Amman, in a quiet residential and sale area, 3rd 
Circle. 

Please call Telj 641345, from 8-10 bj n. 8-10 p.m. Friday 
all day. 


JOB OPPORTUNITY 

A Jordanian company is inviting applications from qualified 
candidates with university degrees, English fluency, computer 
skills and work experience lor the following positions: 

1- Accountants 

2- Business administration assistants 

Please tend your C.V M Including the salary expected, 
together with two photos and certificates of service to: 
P.O. Box 828647 Amman. 


A HILLSIDE HOUSE OF QUIET 
REFINEMENT FOR SALE 


In Abdoun, a 730m 2 residence nestles against the hillside 
following the topography of a I500m z land and commands a 
spectacular unhindered view. 

Spacious living areas — four master bedrooms — top finishes — 
central heating and airconditioning — all amenities — swimming 
pool — lowly garden. 

Contact the owner directly at tel: 822289 between 2mo 

pjn. and K00 pm 


Asprey Ukraine powerhouse crucial 
purchases j 0 s ov iet food and industry 

Ul arrarQ MOSCOW (R) — ■ Secession by After World War I, revolution total output of machinery ar 


LONDON (R) — The British 
royal family’s favourite jewellers, 
Garrard, was sold to luxury goods 
firm Asprey FLC Tuesday as part 
of a £75 million ($135 million) 
takeover deal. 

Asprey said it agreed to buy 
the Mappin and Webb jewellery 
and silver group, which owns fee 
crown jewellers Garrard, from 
fee Sears PLC department store 
chain. 

Asprey’s swoop on Garrard 
followed two raids on Asprey in 
which criminals made off wife 
gems worth millions. 

Asprey said Sears already own- 
ed 25.45 per cent of Asprey’s 
ordinary shares and after fee 
merger it will have a 38.5 per cent 
interest in fee earnings of fee 
enlarged Asprey group. 

The Asprey family will still 
bold 50.7 per cent of fee ordinary 
shares. 

Chairman John Asprey said: 
“This acquisition will represent a 
landmark in the history of 
Asprey.” 

Geoffrey Maitland Smith, 
chairman of Sears, said his com- 
pany had hoped for many years 
that the two businesses would 
come together. 


MOSCOW (R) — Secession by 
fee tiny Baltic republics, fee mere 
threat of which has drawn angry 
rumblings from the Kremlin, 


After World War I, revolution 
and civil war left Ukrainian agri- 
culture in shambles, although it 
briefly exported grain again 


would seem insignificant com- under Lenin’s new economic poli- 
pared with loss of fee Ukraine, cy, or nep. It still produces about 

Second largest of fee IS Soviet 22 per cent of fee Soviet Union’s 
republics and an agricultural and food. 

industrial powerhouse, the Total grain production in 1987 
Ukraine is integral to the wob- was 43.1 million tonnes of a 
Wing Soviet economic ma chine . Soviet total of 211.3 otiltiou to ti- 
lts population is more than 51 nes. The republic produces 60 per 
tnflHon, 21 per cent of fee nation- cent of the nation’s sugar beet 
a! total. and half its sunflowers. 

And while Western analysts Its Donbass coalfields, stretch- 
said Monday’s sovereignty dec- ing from Rostov to Donetsk, are 
laration by fee republic’s parlia- estimated to hold up to 60 per 
meat did not mean a break with cent of the country’s anthracite 
Moscow was imminent, fee move and bituminous coal reserves, 
highlighted fee increasingly fra- Coal production in 1987 was 
gile nature of fee Union of Soviet 192 million tonnes, 25 per cent of 


Socialist Republics. 


fee national total, and fee repub- 


Economic data show the lie accounts for one-fifth of the 

Ukraine’s central role in the 

Soviet economy, second only to 

that of fee giant Russian Federa- “ 

fion. FURNISHED APAI 

Long-standing historical and 

cultural ties with the majority . ^ 

Russians — including related Sla- A beautiful 1 st floor 3-Dedn 
vonic la nguages — further rein- salon, sitting room and ( 
force that interdependence. kitchen and 2 verandas, wil 

At fee start of fee 20th century, furniture located in a quiet i 

before the ravages of revolution, 5th circles facing Abdoun 
war and famine, the Ukraine was 

a European “bread basket,” — a If Interested please 

net exporter of grain. 


total output of machinery and 
chemicals. 

Kievan Rus, the medieval state 
of eastern Slavs, was the ancestor 
of the modern Soviet state. 

In a flurry of activity in the 10th 
and early life centuries, it ex- 
panded its territory from fee 
Lower Volga river to the north- 
ern Caucasus. In 988, its ruler 
Vladimir I introduced Christian- 
ity, laying the foundation for 
what became the Russian Ortho- 
dox Church. 

Kievan Rus fell to invading 
Mongols in the 13th century and 
was later swallowed up by the 
expanding state of Muscovy. 

A brief period of post-war in- 
dependence ended with the crea- 
tion of the Ukrainian Soviet 
Socialist Republic and its incor- 
poration into the Soviet Union. 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

A beautiful 1st floor 3-bedroom apartment with spacious 
salon, sitting room and dining room, fully equipped 
kitchen and 2 verandas, with brand new delightful colour 
furniture located in a quiet area between the 4th and the 
5th circles facing Abdoun Qr. 

If Interested please call: 673366 or 679439 


JORDAN WELFARE LOTTERY 

) 13 Drawing 


Ordinary issue No 13 

Winning 


r ^ 

Holder of ticket No. 56390 

Wins JD 25,000 


Holder of ticket No. 69162 
Wins JD 6,000 


Holder of ticket No. 19729 
Wins JD3 


Drawing of: July 17, 1990 


Tickets 


Holder of ticket No 04032 

WinsJD2 


> 

Holder of ticket No. 04583 
Wins JD 1 


KM 

m 

i?ij] 


Holder of ticket No. 43628 

Wins JD 1,200 


Holder of ticket No. ' 28821 

Wins JD 1,000 


Holder of ticket No. 


Wins JD 



Ten consolation prizes totalling JDl.OOOeach wins JD 100 

56391 56300 56490 57390 66390 
56399 56380 56290 55390 46390 


Ten consolation prizes totalling JD 600 each wins JD 60 

69163 69172 69262 60162 79162 
69161 69152 69062 68162 59162 


Ten consolation prizes totalling JD 300 each wins JD 30 

19720 19739 19829 10729 29729 
19728 19719 19629 18729 09729 


Ten consolation prizes totalling JD 200 each wins JD 20 

04033 04042 04132 05032 14032 
04031 04022 04932 03032 74032 


Ten consolation prizes totalling JDlSOeach wins JD 15 

04584 04593 04683 05583 14583 
04582 04573 04483 03583 74583 


. Ten consolation prizes totalling JDlOOeach wins JD 10 

43629 43630 43728 44628 53628 
43627 43618 43528 42628 33628 


Ten consolation prizes totalling JD 80 each wins JD8 




2882028811 28721 27821 18821 


Ten consolation prizes totalling JD 70 each wins JD 7 

32249 32258 32348 33248 42248 

1 




Ticket numbers 


Ticket numbers 


23179 35787 58651 58861 



win JD 200 e 


win JD 100 each 


TICKETS ENDING WITH 


6369 5978 0718 2968 7883 Win JD 20 each *565 5392 7208 7523 7268 Win JD 10 each 


983 464 590 751 817 


8000 tickets ending with 


Win JD 5 each 


Win JD 2 each. 


COVER PRIZES FOR THE LOTTERY SELLERS 


covers, attached to the stub of 10 ending in 


275 564561 559 251 


Win JD 10 


Winners of the .grand prizes in the ordinary issue number 12 


July 2, 1990 


Samir E a hn afrwft 
m — Bsetrte Technician 
Hal Oral JO 12.500 


Mahmoud IDrahkn 
Amman — Orlwr 
HoIMM JD 12300 


Manran Andrews 

HA* — Employs® 
Matfucano JD 3X00 


Wafld Mahmoud 
lUd — Conserve 
Has second jd 3X00 


AtaASah Samhan 
Amman — Sudani 
Fuanm jd aooo 


Shaden Yachmour 
Amman — Student 
FuE fourth JD 2£0D 


Vohya Al Ahmad l 
MUd — Employes 
Hail fifth jo 750 


Next Drawing takes place oe August 2 9 1990 

First eight biggest prizes are issued from GUVS headquarters. 



Dureld Lahham / 
Madeline Tatar 

kafroun 


Performances; . 6il5, 8:30, 10:30 


Cinema 


PHILADELPHIA 


Tel: 634144 


Cinema 


NUOUM 


Tel: 675571 W Cinema 


fry** ,wCin 


Amro Thlab and Madlha Kamel 
In 

THE DEMONS 

(Arabic) 


Performances: 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 1030 
Friday & Sunday extra show at 11:00 a.m.' 


& 


PLAZA 


Tel: 699238 


Amro Thlab and Madlha Kamal 
In 


i hlOd, • ITT 


(Arabic) 


Performances: 3:30, 6:15, 1030 
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Liberian rebels suffer from lack 


of food, breakdown in discipline 


MONROVIA (R) — With Liber- 
ia's government under increasing 
pressure from a starving popular 
tion, an eyewitness said rebels 
trying to overthrow President 
Samuel Doe were suffering from 
a lack of food and a breakdown in 
/disdpliiie. 

A prominent Liberian who 
■ asked not to be identified said 
Monday he spent two weeks in 
rebel captivity after being cap- 
tured by forces of the National 
Patriotic Front of Liberia (NFFL) 
in the residential suburb of 
Paynesville 13 kilometres to the 
east of the capital Monrovia. 

He told reporters he was kept 
inside his home in Paynesville 
where he had ample time to 
observe the rebels in action. 

The rebels, beaded by Charles 
Taylor, have encircled Monrovia 
for more than two weeks, cutting 
off public utilities and food supp- 
ly routes into the city. 

The man, who holds a promin- 
ent position in a Liberian govern- 
ment ministry, said the rebels 
summarily executed members of 
President Doe’s Krahn tribe and 
their allies, the Mandingos. 

Any civilians resisting their 
arbitrary demands for food, lodg- 
ing ro transportation were shot 
on the spot. 

Such reports have been con- 
firmed by reporters and others 
travelling behind rebel lines, who 
have described summary execu- 
tions and frequent breakdowns of 
discipline among Taylor’s 
fighters. 

“It was sheer anarchy,” the 
■man said. “Every house is 
opened and looted of the cars and 
the food in it. When they see your 
house, they chase you out with 
your family. If you resist, they kill 
you. 

“They tend not to loot other 
objects in the house. I believe 


Taylor is personally trying to pre- 
vent the looting and killing, but 
discipline is rapidly breaking 
down among his men.” 

Discipline was reported to be 
breaking down as well among 
government troops inside Monro- 
via where five different army 
units set up five successive check- 
points on the main road through 
the dty centre all within a quarter 
mile. At each roadblock the sol- 
diers — with politeness — begged 
passing motorists for food, drink, 
cigarettes and money. 

In Monrovia, the nfititazy situa- 
tion was rated hopeless for Doe 
by most diplomats, who said the 
only issue was when he would 
agree to leave the city. 

Some 2,000 U.S. Marines were 
cruising offshore in a four-ship 
task-fence waiting for a signal to 
come into the capital of this West 
African state founded in 1847 by 
freed American slaves. 

The Americans say they will 
land only if they are needed to 
save U.S. lives. President George 
Bush has the last word on when 
to send in the Marines. 

The government is operating at 
below skeleton staff level and 
only four of Doe’s 21 ministers 
remain at their posts. 

Even the chief of staff of the 
armed forces of Liberia, Lieute- 
nant General Charles Julu, has 
fled, government officials have 
finally admitted. Julu was re- 
ported to have arrived in the 
United States. 

The few government officials 
still at their posts were reported 
to be regularly harassed and 
threatened. One high-ranking 
civil servant said he was stopped 
by an armed soldier at a check- 
point who demanded he turn over 
a bag of food he was carrying or 
be shot on the spot. 

“I had ho choice but to obey,” 


the rivii servant said. 

Refugees continued to stream 
westward out of Monrovia on the 
only road still reported open to 
refugee camps or the open coun- 
tryside. They said they were leav- 
ing die city in search of food and 
safety. 

Government sources said the 
executive mansion’s chief cam- 
eraman, Edward King, was shot 
and killed in Us house on Satur- 
day by a group of masked 
gunmen. 

The sources said King’s wife 
prostrated herself in front of the 
men, pleading for her husband’s 
life. The men brutally ordered 
her into a bedroom. 

She cowered there all night 
listening for sounds. In the morn- 
ing she ventured outside and 
found her husband’s body on the 
threshold with a bullet in his 
head. He had apparently been 
shot with a gun equipped with a 
silencer. 

Similar incidents were reported 
throughout the dty and wide- 
spread gunfire was beard. 

In Liberia’s dirty little war, 
only the thousands killed have 
allowed another depressing statis- 
tic to go alm ost unnoticed — an 
abnormally high number of civi- 
lians with bullet wounds. 

Most are shot at dose range by 
soldiers in President Samuel 
Doe’s army, out on a looting and 
shooting spree under cover of 
night curfew with the U.S.-sup- 
plied M-16 or M-l rifles. 

The army, under siege in Mon- 
rovia by rebels, seldom engages 
the “enemy” in a classic firefight 
from a distance. 

Instead they shoot dvilians, 
usually male and under 35 when 
the 7.62mm bullet makes an exit 
hole the size of a tea plate 
through their abdomen. Many 
are shot in the chest or abdomen. 


“I never saw such brutality,” 
said Brother Justino Izqmerdo, 
executive officer at Saint Joseph's 
Catholic Hospital, the only func- 
tioning hospital in a dty of half a 
million people. 

“I have' served 25 years m 
Africa and 18 of thhose in Liberia 
and this is die worst I have ever 
seen,” be added. 

Saint Joseph's patients include 
a 12 -year old boy, sent out to buy 
food and shot through theNpahn 
of the hand for refusing to part 
with a $5 bill given to him by his 
father. 


He had been stopped by one of 
Doe’s soldiers ami ordered to 
hand over the money. He re- 
fused, following his father's order 
not to give the money to anybody 
but the storekeeper. 

He is with scores of other 
patients crammed into Saint 
Joseph’s, a 140-bed hospital run 
by Spanish monks. It now has 
more than 200 patients and 300 of 
their relatives who are unable to 
return home because of the 
fighting. 


Pakistan 


detains 150 


for blasts; 
death toll 


reaches 43 


ISLAMABAD (R) — Pakistan 
authorities have detained 150 
people suspected of involvement 
in a rash of bombings in the 
southern city of Hyderabad Sun- 
day winch police said kilted 43 
people. 


Patients have spilled over into 
the reception area where they 
sleep on makeshift mattresses. 

The staff do not ask 'whether 
they are soldiers or civilians. The 
space marked for “tribe” on 
admission cards is deliberately 
left blank. Those caught on the 
wrong side of the dividing line axe 
liable to be slaughtered. 

Soldiers normally respect the 
notice painted on bedsheets 
hanging above the hospital entr- 
ance which reads “absolutely no 
weapons allowed on the hospital 
compound." 

Nevertheless the sight of sol- 
dies in camouflage fatigues visit- 
ing colleagues is enough to terrify 
some Gio patients who have been 
shot by the army. 


Singh rejects ministers’ resignations 


NEW DELHI (R) — Indian 
Prime Minister Vishwanatfa Pratap 
Singh announced Tuesday be had 
rejected the resignations ten- 
dered by 13 ministers during a 
major power struggle with his 
deputy which brought the govern- 
ment to a virtual standstill. 

Singh emerged victorious Mon- 
day night from a power struggle 
with ambitious Deputy Frame 
Minister Devi Lai that raised 
doubts about the longevity of his 
minority government, which took 
power last December after win- 
ning national elections. 

Senior government officials 
said earlier 15 ministers had quit 
but later revised the number. 

The five-day power struggle 
erupted over Devi Lai’s success in 
returning his eldest son, Om Pra- 
kash C h au t ala, to power in the 
northern state of Haryana just 
two months after Chautala was 
forced out over allegations be 
instigated election violence. 

A senior official, who de- 
scribed Devi Lai’s manoeuvre as 


“a coup d’etat in Haryana”, said 
Singh was initially prepared to 
accept it on the grounds be had no 
power to interfere in the affairs of 
a state section of his Janata Dal 
Party. 

He was forced to confront Devi 
Lai over a dramatic weekend, in 
which he offered then withdrew 
his own resignation after minis- 
ters close to him resigned in what 
the official called “a revolt of the 
loyalists.” 

The revolt was led by cabinet 
ministers Aran Nehru and Arif 
Mohammad Khan and joined by 
Foreign Minister Inder Kumar 
Gujral. 

Singh said in a statement he 
had not accepted the 13 resigna- 
tions and asked die ministers to 
return to their jobs immediately’ 
as “government work should not 
suffer.” 

The five-day crisis appeared to 
have weakened considerably 
Singh’s minority government. 

“Stated simply, India may have 
to live with a leader who cannot 


lead, a government that cannot 
govern, a party which is no longer 
the sum of its parts,” the Times of 
India said in an editorial 
Tuesday. 

Chautala had to quit as 
Haryana chief minister in May 
after he was charged by Janata 
Dal with instigating by-election 
violence in which 13 people were 
kilted. 

Late Monday, Chautala res- 
igned unconditionally under in- 
tense party pressure, defusing the 
crisis. 

Devi Lai, a 75-year-old peasant 
leader widely believed to have 
ambitions for the top job, 
emerged from the battle severely 
braised and clearly without the 
backing in the party to launch 
another challenge soon. 

He was outflanked by Singh 
who offered his resignation, one 
senior official said, to counter the 
belief held by many in his party 
that he had agreed to the sudden 
and surprising return of Chautala 
to power. 


Cuban refugees at Czechoslovak 
embassy give themselves up 


HAVANA (R) — Twelve 
Cubans who took refuge in the 
Czechoslovak embassy in Havana 
last week have left voluntarily 
and given themselves up to the 
authorities, the Cuban Foreign 
Ministry said Tuesday. 

The 12, some of whom took 
Czechoslovak diplomats hostage 
on Monday and demanded a 


flight to the United States, would 
not be punished as they had given 
themselves up uncondftionally, a 
ministry statement said. 


added. 


“It has been demonstrated 
once again that the Cuban gov- 
ernment will not accept pressure 
or blackmail of any land where- 
ver it comes from,” the statement 


The episode, which ended 
when the 12 left the embassy 
Monday night, badly strained re- 
lations between Cuba and its for- 
mer Communist ally Czechoslo- 
vakia whose new leaders have 
criticised the human rights situa- 
tion on the Caribbean Island. 


Outside task force to study 
troubled U.S. space programme 


WASHINGTON (R) — U.S. 
Vice President Dan Quayie, who 
heads the U.S. Space Council, 
has ordered a study of the na- 
tion’s troubled space programme 
that shapes up more as a philo- 
sophical review of NASA goals 
and objectives than a hard-hitting 
look at its problems. 


The once-vaunted National 
Aeronautics and Space Adminis- 
tration (NASA) has seemed star- 
crossed ever since the space shut- 
tle Challenger exploded after lif- 
toff in January 1986, killing 
schoolteacher Christa McAnliffe 
and six other crewmembers. 

More recent setbacks indude 
the post-launch Discovery of a 
flaw in the $2.1 billion Hubble 
apace telescope which is expected 
tp take at least three years to fix 
and hydrogen fnel teaks that have 
grounded two of America’s re- 
maining space shuttles. 

Later NASA administrator 
.Richard Truly said shuttle flights 
will resume in a few weeks. 

' “We have now isolated both of 
those leaks and probably tomor- 
row or maybe the next day we are 
going to be announcing we are 
coming back to flight and prob- 
ably the first Sight will be in just a 


few weeks,” he said in a televi- 
sion interview. 

Quayie’ s office said in a state- 
ment that he had asked Truly to 
put together an outside task force 
“that will consider the future 
long-term direction” of the space 
programme. 

“It’s not an investigation of 
NASA. It’s not a shake-up. It’s a 
forward-looking . rather than 
backward-looking study of how 
to carry out the president’s goals 
in space and keep the United 
States first in space,” a White 
House official said. 


NASA's troubles have fuelled 
congressional criticism of the 
space programme. Legislators are 
increasingly fed up with its huge 
appetite for tax dollars for pro- 
jects that cost more than planned, 
start later than expected and fail 
to work as promised. 

Truly said the task force of 
government and industry experts 
will assess NASA’s current situa- 
tion and recommend how the 
agency should change to manage 
projects of the drawing boards for 
the next century. 

Asked about foe problems with 
the telescope and the two shuttle 
flights, he replied, “those three 


are not related as it turned out 
but they happened all on top of 
each other. Immediately our suc- 
cesses.. .we re forgotten in two 
weeks of a feeding fr enz y of 
critkaan,” Truly said. 

Under pressure to cm the 
budget and minimise any tax in- 
crease in an election year. Con- 
gress has voted to shoe more than 
$800 million from NASA's fiscal 
1991 budget request of $15.2 bil- 
lion. 

This effectively blocks Presi- 
dent George Bush from laying 
the groundwork for his goal of 
sending an expedition to Mars 
from a manned moon base within 
■30 years. 

“Space continues to be a top 
priority for this administration. 
We all want the best ideas on bow 
we can move into the next cen- 
tury maintaining our leadership 
in space,” the vice president's 
office said in announcing the 
formation of the outside task 
force. 

It said the task force would 
report to Quayie but provided no 
timetable. A White House source 
said Truly would name members 
of the task force and that it was 
likely to be composed of former 
NASA officials. 


Fire put 
out at 


Empire 

State 

Building 


NEW YORK (R) — A fire half- 
way up die Empire State Building 
Monday evening sent flames bil- 
lowing from shattered windows 
and chased tourists from the 
observation deck. At least 38 
people were injured, most from 
inhaling smoke. 

About 150 firefighters battled 
the blaze, which was largely con- 
fined to four unoccupied offices 
on the 51st floor, said fire depart- 
.ment spokesman Don Malva. 
Heavy smoke poured through the 
middle floors of the 102 -storey 
building, and the entire tower 
was cleared of tourists and late- 
Hngering office workers. 

The fire was reported at 6:30 
p.m. (2230 GMT}, end by 8:45 
p.m. (0045 GMT Tuesday), the 
blaze was out and the danger 
passed, Malva said. 

The fire did heavy damage on 
the 51st floor, with water damage 
on lower floors and smoke dam- 
age above, said John Mulligan, 
another department spokesman. 
The cause of the blaze wasn't 
immediately known, he said. 

Unity-one firefighters and 
seven civilians were injured, said 
Mulligan. Twelve of the firefigh- 
ters were immediately hospital- 
ised, the most seriously hurt suf- 
fering from first and second-de- 
gree burns. 

Three non-firefighters were 
treated at the scene by para- 
medics. and four were hospital- 
ised with smoke inhalation and 
heat exhaustion. 

“Some people said they heard 
the alarms, others said they 
didn’t,” Mulligan said. “But we 
get that in every fire. There’s a 
speaker system and we are inves- 
tigating to see how well it 
worked,” 


Officials Tuesday said 150 peo- 
ple had been detained throu^out 

Sind province, with 88 detentions 
in Hyderabad division, which in- 
cludes Hyderabad dty. The sus- 
pects are all being interrogated, 
they said. 

They said those held included 
prominent members of the Jiay 
Sind Nationalist Movement, a 
nationalist Sindhi group, which 
had called a protest strike on 
Hyderabad Sunday. 

On Sunday, five bombs ex- 
ploded in different areas of 
Hyderabad, killing dozens of 
people and causing panic through 
crowded bazaars. 


One bomb wait off in a moving 
railway carriage some 25 
kilometres north of Hyderabad, 
kilting 16 people. 

Witnesses said one of the 
blasts, which police said were 
caused by home-made bombs 
hidden in cooking ofl tins, left a 
crater one metre wide in the 
paved roadway. 


Gunbattles between rival 
ethnic groups were later reported 
in several parts of the dty. 

Police said Tuesday the death 
toll from die blasts had grown to 
43 but added the figure would 
probably rise. 

“Many victims were simply 
blown to bits, so it is difficult to 
identify them,” one police 
spokesman said. 


Hyderabad is the second 
largest city in troubled Sind pro- 
vince, which this year has seen a 
rapid escalation of ethnic vio- 
lence between native Sindhis and 
Mohajirs, Muslims who moved to 
Pakistan from India when the 
sob-continent was divided in 
1947. 

Jiay Sind had earlier declared 
Sunday a “black day” in Hyder- 
abad and called for a strike to 
protest what it called the police 
torture of one of its members who 
was arrested in May on suspicion 
of involvement in an earlier mas- 


sacre. 


Jiay Sind Monday released a 
statement accusing the Pakistan 
People’s Party (PPP) of Prime 
Minister Benazir Bhutto of plan- 
ing the explosions to sabotage its 
protest. 

The main Mohajir group, the 
Mohajir Quami Movement 
(MQM), also accused the PPP of 
involvement in the blasts, which 
it dracribcdas part of a concerted 
anti -Mohajir campaign. 

The MQM declared three days 
of mourning for the bomb vic- 
tims, most of whom were buried 
in ceremonies attended by 
thousands of mourners Monday, 
witnesses said. 


Hyderabad and the Sind pro- 
vincial capital, Karachi, were 
both placed under an army-super- 
vised curfew in May after ethnic 
violence that kilted more than 100 
people. 

The curfew was lifted last 
month, but troops and police 
continue to patrol the streets. In 
Hyderabad, police Tuesday said 
extra security was in place with 
road blocks and spot checks of 
pedestrians for weapons. 

Bhutto, who has resisted calls 
to put the province 1 under direct 
rule from Islamabad or under 
limited martial law, described the 
explosions “a gruesome act of 
xjtage” and demanded severe 
punishment for those re- 
sponsible. 

No one has yet claimed respon- 
sibility for the blasts. 
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.BAGUIO, Philippines (R) — 
U.S. and Philippine rescue teams 
Tuesday ferried relief supplies by 
helicopter to the northern city of 
Baguio, worst hit by an earth- 
quake which kilted at least 300 
people and injured hundreds 
more, 

U.S. medics and engineers 
from Clark Air Force Base 
helped Philippine rescue workers 
sift through rabble at Baguio’s 
Nevada Hotel where several 
Americans were reported mis- 
sing. 

U.S. Ambassador Nicholas 
Platt flew to the mountain resort 
200 kSametres north of Manila to 
check on the fate of about 2,000 
Americans visiting or living in 
Baguio. 

“We’re working on ways to get 
as much help and e quipm ent into 
Bagnio, but right now the only 
available means is by helicop- 
ters,” Platt tedd reporters. 

A wing of the luxury Hyatt 
Hotel collapsed in Monday’s ear- 
thquake which measured 7.7 on 
the Richter Scale. By Tuesday 
afternoon, some 50 guests and staff 
were still trapped beneath dabs 
of crumpled concrete, rescue offi- 
cials said. 

At least 125 people died in 
Baguio where a clothing factory 
collapsed on workers, and stu- 
dents were crashed in a university 
building, hospitals and rescue 
workers said. 

Philippine radio stations re- 
ported 30 goldminers died in 
Benguet, south of Baguio, in a 
urine collapse. 

“The damage is much greater 
than we expected,” said govern- 
ment press spokesman Tomas 
Gomez, who accompanied Presi- 
dent Corazon Aquino to a school 
at Cabana tuan north of Manila 
where at least 39 children were 
crashed to death in their clas- 


srooms. 

“Right now the need in Baguio 
is for water,” he said. 

He said roads to the northern 
city were cut, but might be 
opemed by midnight when water 
trucks could get in through a 
mountain road. 

About a dozen high-rise build- 
ings were badly damaged in 
Baguio. 

At the city’s general hospital 
about 100 patients camped on die 
lawn, fearing further tremors. 

Rescue operations were ham- 
pered by lack of heavy equip- 
ment. “The rescue workers are 
extracting more dead than alive,” 
said one American television - 


passed their names oat -on pieces 
of paper. Relatives Chanted 
“they’re alive,, they’re alive,” as 
rescuers using chisels and chain- 
saws inched towards the victims. 

Seventeen-year-old Maylen 
Rabor cried and begged her 
father to save her. 

“Get me out of here. Papa. I 
can’t take it anymore,” the first- 
year college student told 
Oresendo Rabor, who clawed 
with his bare hands at the moun- 
tain of rubble pinning his 
daughter. 

“If duty go beyond today, we 
may not get any of them out 
alive,” said Cabanatuan police 
chief lieutenant Colonel Rogelio 
De Joya, . 

Aquino, under heavy escort, 
tried to console grieving- mothers 
and visited the wounded in hos- 
pital. 

Thousands -of -relatives 
gathered outside the main hospit- 
al and the disaster site. 

’Tell those who have nothing 
to do with the rescue to leave,” 
said Aquino, as a bloodied boy 
was .rushed past her on a 
stretcher, 

Gomez listed offers of help 
from the United States, Britain, 
Israel, Australia, Japan, West 
Germany, Singapore and 
Switzerland. 

“We will be ooontiiaiing with 
the embassies. on how best to 
handle the assistance,” he told 
reporters. 

Gomez said Manila badly 
needed earth-moving equipment 
to rescue scores of people trap- 
ped in schools and other col- 
lapsed buildings. 

Heavy-duty helicopters were 
also needed to shuttle medical 
supplies and injured people, to 
hospitals, Gomez said. “We cer- 
tainly have a need for antibiotics, 
anti-tetanus medicines, de- 
xtrose.” 


,U,.S. embassy spokesman Stan- 
ley Schrager told reporters: 
“We-Tl be doing whatever we can. 
We consider tins to be a great 
tragedy.” 

Fitifrinos pledged medical sup- 
plies and money in phone calls to 
television stations. One seven- 
year-old boy gave his savings of 
200 pesos ($9). 

Gomez appealed .for blood 
donations. “I guess this is another 
opportunity to prove that good: 
will is limitless,” be said., .. 

Parents daw through . 
rabble to Snd children 


cameraman. 

At least 600 people were in- 
jured across the northern Philip- 
pines as the quake toppled 
schools, hotels and other build- 
ings and cut road links. 

Strong aftershocks continued 
to rock Manila and the northern 
Philippines Tuesday. 

At Cabanatuan, rescue officials 
said more than 100 braised and 
shattered students had been pul- 
led from the rabble of their high 
school alive. {Between/ 50 and 100 
wee still trapped underneath. 

Students trapped by huge slabs 
of concrete and twisted metal 


Distraught parents clawed 
through the rubble to find their 
children. 

Many lay crushed, in their 
schoolrooms. Some stiU clutched 
their class books! "One young girl 
lay beneath a giant concrete slab 
that fell on her in the most 
powerful earthquake to hit the 
Philippines in 14 years: 

She was dead, but still grasped 
her pen. 

Another girl lay with her legs 
crushed, buried under four con- 
crete floors of the school that 
crumbled like a pack of cards. 

The building looked like a col- 
lapsed accordion. 


New York park jogger 
testifies in rape case 


NEW YORK (R) — A woman 
jogger raped, beaten and left for 
dead by a gang of 30 youths in 
New York’s Central Park testi- 
fied Monday that she could not 
remember anything of the attack 
but, more than a year later, still 
suffers severe physical effects 
from it. 

In a strong, dear voice, the 
30-year-old investment banker 
spoke publicly for the first time 
about the attack that shocked 
New York and raised an alarm 
about violent teenage crime. 


Three of her alleged teenage 
assailants, all Mack, on trial for 
rape, sodomy and attempted 
murder stared at her as she spoke 
for 12 minutes. She never glanced 
in their direction and their 
lawyers refused to cross-examine 
her, malting her the first witness 
in tiie case not to be questioned 


by the defence. 

The woman, whose name is 
being withheld by newspapers, 
said she remembered the day of 
the attack — April 19, 1989 — 
only up to about 5 p.m. The next 
thing she remembered was wak- 
ing up from a coma in a hospital 
more than a month later. 

She said she could not recall 
leaving Salomon Brothers, where 
she is a vice president, or going to 
Central Park for her nightly jog. 
More than a year later, she still 
suffered severe physical effects 
from the savage beating she 
underwent. 

T have problems with balance 
and... coordination. At times I 
veer off to the right or left. I have 
lost my sense of smell totally,” 
she said, adding that she also 
suffers from double vision and 
has to hold reading material off 
the left. 


Creation of new party seals Solidarity split 


WARSA W. Poland (AP) —Two 
well-known Solidarity activists 


who have split with Lech Walesa 
proclaimed a new political move- 
ment Monday. The movement is 
sympathetic to the government 
and favours an early popular vote 
for president. 

The Democratic Action Move- 
ment said it would txy to present a 
“strong alternative” to centre 
alliance, the two-month-old 
movement that wants Walesa 
named president by parliament 
this year. 

The move is another step by 
Poland into full pluralism and 
reflects the disagreements and 
tensions that have arisen in the 
country’s first year of noo-Com- 
mmrist rale. 


More than 90 people attended 
tiie founding meeting held at the 
parliament, including many of the 
63 senior advisers and longtime 
Solidarity activists who broke 
ranks with Walesa at a steamy 
meeting on June 24 of the Wale-- 
sa-controfled National Qtizens 
Committee. 

The main spokesmen of the 
new movement are Zbigniew Bn- 
jak, former Warsaw regional 
leader of Solidarity and the head 
of the Solidarity underground 
during martial law in the 1980s, 
and Wladyslaw Frasytriuk, the 
longtime leader of Solidarity in 
Lower Silesia. 

Bujak and Fransynmk were 
emee regarded as Waksa’s poten- 
tial heirs within Solidarity, but in 


recent months have distanced 
themselves from him — com- 
plaining of his autocratic lead- 
ership style. 

Among supporters of Demo- 
cratic Action are Adam Michnik, 
toe Solidarity theoretician and 
editor-in-chief of the pro-govern- 
ment newspaper Gazeta Wyboro- 
za, and Henryk Wujec, a long- 
time activist recently fired % 
Walesa as secretary of the 
National Citizens Committee. 

The new movement scheduled 
a founding congress on July 28 
and intended to meet with Soli- 
darity members of both bouses of 
parliament tins Friday to invite, 
them to join. 

The movement’s first demand 
is for popular presidential ejec- 


tions as early as this year. 

The president now is Gen. Wo- 
jciech Jaruzelski, the former 
Communist Party leader. Both 
Centre Alliance and D e mocratic 
Action presume Jaruzelski will be 
persuaded to resign well ahead of 
his scheduled T99S departure. 

Jaruzelski is nominally in 
charge of the army, but has been 
mostly a ceremonial president, 
not interfering with the Solidar- 
ity-led government of Prime 
Minister Tadeusz Mazowiedti. 

Referring- to. the centre 
- affiance's backing of Walesa, 
Frasynmk said: “The jneridential 
election campaign has already 
started, and tins -campaign has 
contributed to destabfiisingthe 
political situation. 


China announces 
severe penalty, for 
pomographers 


PEKING (AP) — China Monday 
announced severe penalties, in- 
chiding the death sentence, for 
those who deal in pornographic 
materials. The new regulation is 
the l ates t development in China’s 
campaign against the “six evils” 
launched last' fall; It was 
announced by the Supreme-Peo- 
ple's Court andtbe Supreme Peo- 
ple’s Procuratorate. The “six 
evils” are pornography, prostitu- 
tion, 1 gambling, feudal supersti- 
tion, abducting and selling 
women .and. children, '..and traf- 
ficking in drugs. Items considered . 
pornographic include audio aikl 
video tapes, records, bodies; and 
magazines, playing cards, and 
photographs andpsetares describ- . 
mg sexual behaviour or 'directly 
depicting licentious images. This 
list was reported by the official 
Xinhua News Agency and the 
nationally televised evening news 
report But Lin Zhu, vice presi- 
dent of the Supreme .People’s 
Court, said artistic and literary 
works that have' some obscene 
content, pannings -depicting the 
beauty: of the human body and 
materials on medicate and natu- 
ral science would -not. be [ Consfc. 
dereck .pornographic^ lin'scdm- 
ment was one of toefesfc to give 
some guidance on .what WU 1 be 
contidered pornographic: There 
is no legal definition of pomogra- 
phy, and in CHbm anything show- 
ing a naked body or even kissing 
can be regarded' as obscene.' 


Newfootagefound 
fromlast v 
Monroe film 


RADNOR, Pennsylvania (AP) 
— Footage ftoto Marilyn Mon- 
roe’s last film' shows. - the star 
never missed'a cue, contradicting 
reports that she was in a drag- 
induced stupor during the last 
weeks of her life, accord in g to a 
U.S. television magazine.A U-S. 
television network* Fox, Is 
scrambling to prepare footage 
from Scunkhing’s Got to Give, 
for a piime-tinoMt cnteitaimrient 
news spSbiai tentatively Sche~. 
doled to a£ron Aug.' 4, TV Guide' 
said: The date TS the‘*28th 
anniversary of the bkjnde movie 
star’s death in 1962, TV grade 
reported jrn its July 21th edition. 
Those who have seen the footage 
sdy Monroe never missed a cue, 
toe magazine reported... But 
others interviewed for toe special 
said Monroe, who. died of a drug 
overdose before the movie was 
finished, was' losing control of her 
private life during filming. The 
film was never completed. 


Crimes against 
foreigners double 
in Soviet Union 


MOSCOW (R) — Crimes against 
foreigners, especially theft, dou- 
bled in the first half of 199^ 
compared to the same period in 
1989, Inerior Minister Vadim 
Bakatin said Monday, Bakatrn, 
who reported an overall 14.6 per 
cent increase in the crime rate in 
the Soviet Union, did not give an 
exact number or breakdown.. of . 
mimes committed against fore- 
igners. But he said the growth in 

the overaU crime rate had stowed, 
noting that one year ago the rate 
had soared by 32 per cent Baka- 
tin said there were 1.26 million 
crimes registered in the Soviet 
Union from January to June of 
1990 with crime inc reasing every- 
where ^ except in the southern 
republic of Azerbaijan, which has 
been shaken by unrest 


Rabbit, returns: from 
the dead - sort of 


NICOSIA, Cyprus (AP) — Some 
days you just can’t wirt A Nicosia 
man was dx&ranght when he saw 
his two dogs savaging the pet 
rabbit of a neighbouring famil y 

who were away for the weekend. 

“The kids loved that rabbit.:; 
how can I tell them my dots 
kilted it?" The man confidedrto 
other neighbours Saturday. ~To 
soften the blow for the dnSdreaV 
» pm the dead rabbit^ 
m to hutch and . tell toe 
dnkfren that their pet.had Just 
keeled over and died. He.washecF 
toe rabbit's corpse, dried ife fin 
wft a hair dryer and but the dead' 
annual , back in its cage. Nqt 
“nwMiugty, there was a great 
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*~***“~“vu wuenme ramuy <3 
borne Sunder afternoon. “So 
foing incredible’s happened,” 

mother told neighbours i 
riBhed tp see what wastoapi 
mg. Our pet rabbit toerith! 

jjays ago and we buriedit m 
bar* yard. Bm. wheti nw 
nome we found it' was back 

.It’s absqftto* 
able,” she said. ' ■ ' 
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